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ADDRESS TO THE PUBLIC, 


AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF A NEW YEAR. 





“Fur termination of one year, and the commencement of another, 
form an interesuug period. At this period, the mind is naturally 
drawn to the consideration of solemn things. A disposition to seri- 
ousness should be encouraged at all times; but especially when 


arguments from regson and Scripture are powerfully seconded by 


the appearances of nature, and the apparent, as well as real, changes 
ef all the objects which surround us. We are reminded, not only 
by the revolutions of the heavenly bodies, but by the date of every 
newspaper and every letter,—by all the forms of public and private 
business.—that an important part of the active life of man has 
elosed for ever. It will not be deemed improper for us to seize 
this occasion to offer such reflections as occur, in looking back 
upon the past, and casting an inquiring eye forward upon the 
future. 

The last year has been more crowded with great and stupendous 
events of a political nature, than any year within the whole history 
of the four great monarchies The attempt to establish a military 
despotism, which should hold in its iron grasp the whole civilized 
world;---an attempt which had been persevered in with astonishing 
success for more than ten years and which was vegarded by the 
most enlightened statesmen with a dismay resembiing despalr;— 
this attempt, more formidable in itself, more afflicting in its pro- 
gress, more disastrous in its probable consequences. than any other 
project of ambition from the days of Nimrod to our own, has sig- 
nally failed. We should certainly abstain from such political reflec- 
tions, as would displease any portion of the Friends of peace and 
human happiness; but on the subject here brought inio view there 
is but one opinion with such persons. No man, indeed, can be 
found, who wii venture to express a wish for the restoration of that 
gigantic power, which has just disappeared like a dream of the 
night. In tracing the various causes of this amazing reverse, the 
politician will find abundant materials for his contemplation; but 
the Christian will raise his thoughts to the Governor of the world, 
by whose wise and holy counsels all the unexpected changes of our 
times have been produced; who has in view the promouon ol a 
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greater cause and higher interests than are directly involved in the 
erection or overthrow of any temporal empire; and whose deter- 
minations will all be carried into fuil effect, notwithstanding any. 
violent opposition or adverse appearances. In the great political 
events of the last five and twenty years, the Christian will see an 
unexampled preparation for the spread of pure religion. Infidelity 
has made its votaries ashamed of themselves and of their cause; it 
he's shown, in the clearest manner, the necessity and the excellence 
of Christianity; and it has taught multitudes to press the Bible to 
their hearts with an ardor of affection, and to disseminate its holy 
doctrines with a zeal, to which they would otherwise have been 
strangers. The revolutions, which have astonished mankind, have 
had a powertal influence in lessening the auachment to empty forms 
of religion, and in breaking down corrupt estabiishments. It may 
be fairiy concluded, that religious persecution will not again be 
countenanced and supported even by nominai Chrisuians. The way 
scems faust opening for the propagation of the truth without direct 
resistance, and with the aid of reason, conscience, ard the word of 
Ged; and, may it not safely be added, with the accompanying influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit. To these ence uraging features of the 
times the observing and animated Christian wiii wot forget to join 
the great and continually increasing ciforts, which are now made to 
preach Christ where his name is not known. These various con- 
siderations give ap tuterest to late political changes, which, great 
und stupendous as these have been, could never be given to the dis- 
position of temporal thrones, or the resteration of the balance of 
power, - 

The Christian, who looks at the present condition of this coun- 
try, will find many things to excite bis regret and lamentation for 
the past, and his apprehension for the tuture. Whatever opinions 
may be entertained as to the origin and inimediate causes of the 
wat in which we are invoived, no well-informed and conscientious 
map wijl deny, that the procuring causes have been our national 





ti sips. Such a man will perceive no sure indications of returning . 
| prosperity, without national repentance and reformation. He wili A 
therefore regard with a deep interest all the efforts, which have ; 
| been witnessed during the last year, fur the promotion of good 4 


morals and the restraining of vice. Similar efforts he will encour 
age with all the influence whici he possesses. He will not suffer 
political dissensions to fill the whole circie of bis vision, so that he 
capnot discover the remote and radical causes of the evils which we 
suffer, and the means of averting them. He will Jabor and pray for 
the increase of reiigious knowledge and pracuical godliness, as the 
only rational means ef securing to his country the favor of heaven. 

But we would caution our readers against suffering their atten- 
tion to be so engrossed by great and general objects, as to neglect - 
those wiich more iinmediately concern themselves. Great as are 
the evils of war, there aiways have been evijs of a personal nature, 
which have maintained an almost universal influence, and concern- 
ing which it is tue duty of every mau to examine bis own soul. 
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i We refer to stupidity in sin and the neglect of Christ and his ser- 
vice, of salvation and heaven. If we look around in our churches 


and congregations, in our neighborhoods and families, how many 
| evidences do we find of spiritual sioth and cowardice, and of spirit- 
val death. Let this scrutiny be made with particular reference to 
the year which is just closed. How many opportunities have been 
neglected of communicating spirityal blessings to our fellow crea- 
tures. How much has each one lived as a mere inhabitant of this 
world; how little as an heir of immortality. How many have gone 
into the eternal state, within the last twelve months, without any 
preparation to meet their God. How many are now beyond the 
reach of mercy,to whom our readers had it in their power to impart 
religious knowledge and the offers of life; but to whom, neverthe- 
less, no religious knowledge, no offers of life, were thus imparted. 
This is a subject, which plainly does not receive proper attention 
from Christians. Every country on the globe, every province, 
every town, every village, every neighborhood, contains ignorance 
to be removed, suffering to be mitigated, vice to be suppressed, 





3 and unbelief, hardness of heart, and worldiy-mindedness, to be sup- 
planted by faith, hope, joy, and evangelical love. If aif professed 
‘ Christians were truly what they profess to be, and if all rea! Chris- 
‘ tians were plainly distinguished by thai grand characreristic of the 
, Savior, that he went about doing good, how soon wouid the face of 
‘ the world be changed; how glorious would be the alteration; how 
, divine the effects. Every individual is answerable ¢o his conscience, 
‘ and to God the judge of all, if he does not contribute his full pro- 
¢ portion towards bringing about so immense a good. 
Time is rolling on; the active years of those, whe are now in their 
prime, are fast spending; health is impaired, in ten thousand in- 
a stances, and lite is lost in ten thousand more; opportunities are 
‘ passing by never to return; and yet how slowly does the good cause 
S advance, compared with the wishes of Christians, and the exigen- 
P cies of mankind. What enterprises must be undertaken, what 
S labors performed, what perseverance exhibited, what atv amazing 
ul combination organized, and what extended operations carried on, 
5 before the world shail be evangelized. Every year of delay in this 
il work ought to be a year of deep regret with Christians. Buta year 
a » of delay should never be suffered to return, so far as the prayers 
d and exeruons of every enlightened iriend of man can avail to pre- 
- vent it. | 
sl - The neglect of past opportunities should afford a powerful stim- 
1c ‘ ulus to future exertions. What! shail a man, a patriot, a Christian, 
ba ‘ live at this interesting period, and do little or nothing for his spe- 
or & cies, his country, and the church of God? Shali his years be occu- 
ae _ __ pied in the pursuit of weaith, er in lamenting its departure;—in the 
ne » =‘ scramble for political distinction and influence, or in mourning 
a over the uncertainty of popular favor; and shail he foreet his im- 
ct 4 mortal interests, and the deliverance of a fallen world from sin ard 
7 | ¢rror? Shall he sink himself into a mere actor in this temporary 
» via bustle, unmindful of bis better part, bis eternai destiny? Shai his 
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example cncourage others to engage in the struggle for tovs and 
gewgauws, and to despise the pearl ef great price? Shall his con- 
duct give the careless a) occasion to p ead, that they concluded trom 
Minutely observing his aciions, that religion was a pretence, and 
salvation adream? Shali he bring reproach upon bis Savior, and 
harden the infidel in guilt? Let him awake. then. as he would avoid 
so melancholy a perversion of his influence; let him awake to 
activity, to a life of benrficent exertion. Let him remember, that 
vacancies are constantly meade in our charitable societies by the 
ravages of death; that these vacancies must be supplied, and more 
than supplied; that as the benevolent are removed trom the places 
which they occupied on earth, and as the field of labor is perpetu- 
ally enlarging. the call is the more urgent for an increase of labor- 
ers. Let bim bear in mind, that every individual can work In some 
part or other of his Lord’s vineyard; that no man’s talents are so 
humble, nor his sphere of action so circumscribed, as that he wiil 
be forbidden the honor and privilege of engaging m the grand 
labor of jove. Who can think himself thus forbidden, that consid- 
ers the case of the widow who had no other means of sustenance 
than two mites, and who, nevertheless, surrendered these two mites 
to the treasury of the Lord. and received tor her liberality the high 
commendation of the omniscient Judge? 

The shortness of the time which remains to us, and the uneer- 
tainty how soon it wiil terminate, are powertul incentives to iImme- 
diate action. Dr. Doddridge somewhere observes. whiie urging 
his readers to the daily practice of private devotion. that no Chris- 
tian will have cause to regret having spent half an hour on the jest 
day of his life, in communion with God and prepsration for heaven; 
and that, as no man can tel! how soon or how unexpectedly his sast 
day may arrive, it is true wisdom to live every day as he would wish 
to have done, should he be summoned, without a moment’s warn- 
ing, to appear before God. Tne same thought may be happily 
applied to the plans which we may form, In reference to the new 
year. Let that portion of our time, our iifluence, and cur property, 
be employed in the direct service of God, which we shaii rejoice 
to have had thus employed, if we are removed, li the Course ot ine 
year which has just commenced, fiom ail participation in human 
affairs. 

it is sometimes urged, in answer to charitable applications, that 
the person appiied to has met with losses of property, and can there- 
fore afford nothing In charity. Without denying that cach person 
must be the judge of what he can afford, apd that the loss oi piope 
erty in these changetui times, docs utterly prevent many individu: 
als from giving what they wouid giadly give il they were abe, it 
may weil be concluded that the above-mentioned excuse Is Carlicd 
too far. ‘Lhe question ts not, how much a person bas jost, but 
how much he has remaining. It ne tas lost inuch, and has much 
stili remaining, which, however, he imagines to be Ib inimeudiate 
danger, how much more reasonable 1s it that he should de good 


while he has itin his power. ‘That such a man shouid urge his 
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previous losses, aS a reason for stopping all the channels of his 
benevolence, is as plainly wrong, thouvh not quite so glaringly ab- 
surd, as for a person, who has lost much of his time, to allege this 
loss as a reason why a// his time in future should be devoted to pri- 
vate and selfish objects. Whoever looks around him, and beholds 
immense fortunes suddenly melted away, under the scorching iflu- 
ence of some great public calamity, and reflects how much has been 
withheld, which it was the duty of the possessors to have given, 
will be convinced that it is a dictate of prudence, as well as of reli- 
gion, that all should honor God with their substance 

In making estimates of his future contributions of time, property, 
and influence to public purposes, the wise and intelligent Christian 
will be on his guard against taking his standard from the great body 
of professing Christians, or even the great body of those, who are 
praised for their liberality. He will recollect, that, as there has 
been but one Howard, there has also been but one John Thornton 
in modern times; that among the many wealthy men, who have dee 
served commendation for their liberality, John Thornton alone 
siands so pre-eminent, as that no one will venture to suggest, that 
he ought to have given more Though he died immensely rich, 
the streams of his bencficence flowed during his whole life in chan- 
nels numerous, broad, decp, and uninterrupted, and refreshed all 
around him to an unprecedented extent. Before the institution of 
Bivie Societies he. distributed Bibies in such numbers, as would 
now do honor to any society of secondary importance. Betore the 
institution of Missionary Societies, he did all in his power to pro- 
mote the Gospel in every region which his ships visited. Beiore 
the institution of ‘societies for the relief of indigent pious clergy- 
men, he relieved the wants of numbers of this most meritorious Class 
of men; and not onty relieved their wants, but afforded them the 
means of comfort, of hospitality, of administering charity to otners. 
Tu she poor and destirete, on both sides of the Auantic, be dis- 
tributed money by faithful agents with a princely liberality. Though 
he received solicitetions with the utmost kindness and urbanliy, 
much the greater. number of his favors were conferred witicut 
solicitation; and the great mass of those, who were the recip:ents 
ot his buunty, never knew their benefactor, and never wii] know 
him, tul all actions sbail be revealed at the resurieciion of the juste 
That there are not instances of similar virtue, on a more huinbie 
scale, 1 would be too much to affirm; but among those who are and 
have been ve ry rich, though many have done worthilv, there has yet 
been but one John Thornton. Let the eye of the Christian pitian- 
thropist be directed to such an exat nple; let him use all the meaus 
In his power tv obtain an enlarged view of his duues; and jet him 
look to God for a decided resoiution to perform then. 

Our readers will not deem it i: mproper that we should bring te 
mlid the reijation which extsis be tween them and ourseives. Jiowe- 
ever we may have occasionally pining, in their opinion, or taiicn 
short of their expectations, we may confidently appeal to then, 
whether our work does not aura proul, ROL On iV Ob HUneESt ILCs 
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tions in its conductors, but of our being engaged in the prosecution 
of great objects;—in the promotion of national reformation;—in dis- 

countenancing every species of vice and immorality;—in urging 
the observance of the Sabbath and other religious institutions;—in 
encouraging all public-s spirited and charitable efforts;—in stimulat- 
ing to adequate exertions to extend the knowledge of Christ at 
home and abroad; and in enforcing, according to our opportunity 


and ability, the great doctrines and duties of Christianity. 


If this 


representation should be deemed correct, it will clearly follow, that 


no ordinary responsibility rests upon us. 


Though our means of 


usefulness are much smaller than could be desired, we have still 
abundant reason to labor and pray that none of these means be nege 


lected. 


To us the lapse of time brings peculiarly solemn admoni- 


tions. Every on removes many of our readers to the eternal 
world. ‘To do good to those who remain is a high duty. They, and 
the writers for our pages, must soon foliow. Let our Savior’s 
words be present to the minds of all: Zhe night cometh when no 


Ea) can work. 


RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


For the Panoplist. 
6N THE SABBATH. NO. VI. 
The Sanctification of the Sabbath. 


Tw my last number, after briefly 
showing what is implied by re» 
membering the Sabbath day, and 
what is meant by keeping it holy, 
{ proceeded to specily some of 
the appropriate duties and scr- 
vices of holy time; viz. serious 
mediation, firayer, and setf-ex- 
amination. 1 now proceed tore- 
mark, 

That some portion of every 
Lord’s day ought to be spent in 
reading the Scriptures and other 
religious books. Whether the 
time devoted to this object shall 
be one hour, or two, or five, or 
more, in aby particular case, it 
is obvious, that no genera] rule 
of duty can be laid down with 
exactness. The ruie must ne- 
cessarlly vary according to cir- 





cumstances. Those persons,whe 
have the whole day to them- 
selves, can read more than the 
heads of young families, who are 
bound to devote a very conside- 
rable portion of the Sabbath, to 
the care and instruction of their 
children. The healthy can read 
more than the weak and infirm, 
and those, who hve near the 
house of God, more than others, 
who live at a considerable dis- 
tance, if, In each case, they reg- 
ularly attend public worship. 
The same person, also, has 
much more time for reading on 
some Sabbaths, than on others. 
On one Sabbath, it may be his 
plain duty to spend more time 
than usual in prayer; the next in 
religious conversation; and the 
third in attending public wer- 
ship; in each of which cases, he 
wiil have less time for reading. 
Nor have sickness and heaith, 
whether personal, or among 
friends, less influence in varying 
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the rule of duty. If I am con- 
fined to my bed with a fever, or 
if my family is sick, it is plain 
that I am not required to do wha 
God iv his providence has ren- 
dered impossible. 

But, although no invariable 
rule can be given, it is certain, 
that reading, or hearing the 
Scriptures read, should employ 
some part of every person’s 
time upon the Sabbath. Sick- 
ness, unless it be extreme, fur- 
nishes no exception. Every sick 
person has friends, or attend- 
ants, who can read to him; and 
his being sick is an addittonal 
reason why he should turn his 
most serious attention to that 
blessed volume, in which /dfe 
ana immortality are brought to 
light. Wt the dively oracles may 
not be neglected on aby other 
day, without incurring the Di- 
vine displeasure, much less may 
they be negiecied upon the 
Lord’s day. 

How giorious, how precious, 
is the light of revelation! See 
how bright it shines upon this 
fallen and benighted world! It 
is the Bible, that reveals to us 
the perfections of its infinite Au- 
thor, It is.the Bible, and no 

other book, that informs us how 
a sinner can be justified before 
God. It is that boly volume, 
which points us to t#e Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin 
ef the world—thut speaks to the 
trembling believer, son, daugh- 
ter, be of good cheer, thy sins be 
Jorgiven tiee—that coutalns a 
balm for every spiritual wound, 
a cordial jor every sorrow. Lc is 
the Bibie, that guides the steps 
ef tie weary pi igrim, through 
the wilderness of this worid, and 
Sheds wie light ci heaven upon 
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the darkness of the grave;—a 
light, which pierces the thick 
gloom of the valley of the shad- 
ow of death, and directs the eyes 
of the believer to realms of eter- 
nal day. Animated be ‘he hopes 
which the Bible authorizes, sup- 
ported by its consolations and 
promises, thousands have tri- 
umphed in their last cold ago- 
nies, and begun their eternal 
song before their flesh and heart 
entirely fatied. 

And shail such a book,—shall 
the most precious gift of God to 
men, next to that of his Son, 
ever be laid out of sight for ome 
day? Shall such a treasure be 
lizhtly esteemed by tallen man? 
tlow worthy to be kept every 
hour at his right hand! How 
much more precious, than all 
the gems, that ever glittered in 
the crown of reyalty: It is said, 
that Alexander the great, fu/sely 
so caiied, took the works of Ho- 
mer along with bim in ail his 
wars, and every night laid them 
with his sword, under his pil- 
low. How much inere worthy 
are the Scriptures to be near 
our hearts. Let the Bibje, then, 
be our most intimate compan- 
ion. Especially let the perusal 
of it always find a place in our 
early prepara.:ons for the Sab- 
bath. Let aij the time, on Sat- 
urday evening, which is not em- 
ployed i» other religious duties, 
be spent in reading it, Letit be 
read in the morning, before pub- 
lic worship, then during the in- 
termission, and again alter the 
public services of the day are 
conciuded, Let the texts select- 
ed by the preacher be carefully 
examined. Let aid truth be 
treasured up in the memory. 


Let the truiis of +ightcousness 
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abundantly testify, that the good 
seed has taken deep root in good 
ground. 

It would be very easy to spe- 
eify a great number of religious 
books, within almost every per- 
son’s reach, which may undoubt- 
edly be read upon the Lord’s 
day, provided they co not en- 
croach upon the time, which be- 
longs tothe Bible. The Bible 
must ever have the pre-emi- 
nence. Jt must be read first. and 
read more than any other book 
er books. It is only when we 
have time to spare from the 
Scriptures, that we may attend 
to the writings of pious unin- 
spired men, upon the Sabbath 

5. The Lord’s day is to be 
sanctified by a regular and de- 
vout attendance upon public 
worship. That frequent and 
solemn public acknowiedgments 
are due to the Author of all 
good, is a dictate of natural reli- 
gion. It is well known, that the 
heathen, almost every whete, 


have, from the earliest times, 


had their appointed seasons of 
meeting to worship their gods. 
But not to insist on the exampie 
of pagans, though it migtit well 
shame multitudes who call them- 
selves Chrisuai.e we have a more 
sure word of fircfihecy, to which 
fet us dilzgenily tuke heed. ‘The 
law was appointed of old to be 
read in the synagogues, every 
Sabbath day. And surely, if the 
pricsts were bound to read, it 
was the duty of the people to 
assemble and hear. Indeed, an 
express command of God to the 
Jews, was, Ye shall keep my Sab- 
baths, and reverence my sanciue- 
ry ‘To do this, his people have 
in all ages accounted one of their 
highest privileges. J was glad, 


salth David, when they said unto 
me, Let us go into the house of 
the Lord. Our feet shail stand 
within thy gurtes, O Jerusalem. 
Jerusalem is builded as a@ city, 
that 7s compact together. whither 
the tribes go uf, the tribes of the 
Lord, unto the testimony of Is- 
ruel, to give thanks unto the name 
of the Lord In what plaintive 
strains does the same holy man 
lament his exciusion from the 
sanctuary. How amiable are ‘hy 
tabernacles. O Lord of hosts; my 
soul longeth, yea even fainieth, 
for the courts of the Lord. My 
heart and mu fiesh crieth out for 
the living Ged. Blessed are they 
that dwell in thy house: they will 
be still praising thee. Foraday 
sfient in thy courts is better than 
a thousand. 

It would be easy to show, did 
the thine permit. that the apas- 
tles, and other primitive Chris- 
tians, assembled statedly ior re- 
ligious worship, upon the first 
day of the week, which has been 
proved to be the Christian Sab- 
bath. See John xx, 19,26; Acts 
xx, 7; and i Cor. xvi, 1, 2. Nor 
must I omit to refer the reader 
to Luke iv, 17. where the Evan- 
gelist informs us, that our Di- 
vine Lord, as Ais custom was, 
went into the synagogue, on the 
Sabbath day. Strictly accordant 
with the requisitions of the law, 
the custom of the pious Jews, 
and the practice of Christ and 
his aposties, is the foilowing ex- 


hortation of the inspired writer 


to the Hebrews. Let us cone 
sider one another to firoveke une 
to love and good works; not for- 
saking the assembling @¢f oure 


selves together, as the manner of 


someis I will not spend time 


in proving, what the history of 
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the church puts heyond all con- 
troversyv, that the most eminent 
servants of God have, from that 
day down to the present, highly 
valued the blessings of public 
worship. 

If, then, we regard his author- 
ity, who instituted the Sabbath; 
if oar feelings and desires are 
akin to those of the sweet Psalm- 
ist of Israel; if we regard the 
example of Christ; if we desire 
to watk in the steps, and partici- 
pate in the bliss. of those pious 
men and women, who have gone 
to <heir heavenly rest, we shall 
reverence the Lord’s sanctuaru, 
by a conscienuous and soiemn 
attendance on public worship. 
Nay, unless some shouid choose 
to be more heathenish than the 
heathen themselves, they will 
not tail to unite, regularly. in 
public acknowledgments for the 
mercies which they daily and 
houriy receive. 

But, alas, how many such 
heathens are there, in this land! 
How many, who have been bap- 
tised into the name of the adora- 

le Trinity, live and die, in sight 
of the Lord’s house, where they 
are never seen, unless it be used 
for a secular purpose, and then 
only to mingle in the stiife of 
party politics! How many more 
have taught us not to expect 
them in our solemn zessembiies, 
except when summoned by the 
voice of death, in the removal of 
some near friend, or excited by 
curiosity to hear a pew preach- 
er, or an Occasional sermon. 
How many saunter and sleep 
away hall the Sabbath at home, 
and then bless themselyes for 
obliging us with their presence 
a part of the day. How many 
stt down to eat and drink, alter 
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the morning service, and rise uf 
to flay. 

Surely no candid reader wil} 
infer, from the precediny obser- 
vations, that, in the opinion of 
the writer, absence from public 
worship can never admit of a 
scriptural justification. God 
certainly no where requires of 
his creatures according to what 
they Auve not. When a person 
is confined to his room with a 
broken bone, or to his bed with 
a consumption, he plainly is not 
required to go ont. Nor if ue is 
so seriously indisposed, that he 
would be in great danger ol in- 
creasing or prolonging his dis- 
temper. But some people are 
visited with a sort of intermittent 
or periodical disease, which 
comes on almost every Sabbath, 
and goes off by Monday morn- 
ing. We see and hear of them, 
every wherc, siz davs, but on the 
seventh they are confined. Now, it 
ought to be solemniy remembere 
ed, that it is not every slight com- 
piaint, which can excuse us from 
waiting upon God jo bis house, 
If we should feel able to expose 
ourselves aS much, on a week 
day, and for a wornliy purpose, 
the excuse is vain Ii we are 
not so il that we should be 
obiiged, for that cause aloue, to 
decline an ipviialion to dinner, 
or a tea-party, the excuse ls vain. 

Aguin; I shail readily admit, 
that drenching rains in summer, 
and drifting snows in winter, 
may so;metimes render it hazard- 
ous for persons in heaith, espe- 
cially femaies, 10 go vut on the 
Lord’s day. But it is not every 
threatening cloud, or fog, nor 
even every considerabie fall of 
Tali, Or show, that can be plead- 
ed as a sufficient excuse. Tf eur 
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souls long for the house of the 
Lord, it is certain we shall not 
be detained from public worship 
by trifles. When any doubts 
arise, in regard to what is duty, 
Jet us look to God for direction, 
He giveth liberaily and upbraid- 
eth not. 

The excuse which some peo- 
ple make, for not attending pub- 
lic worship, that tkey have not 
decent clothes, is. | believe, in 
nine instances out of ten, inval- 
td. This excuse is not unfre- 
quently the offspring of pride. 
If those, who make it, had the 
ernaments of a meek and guiet 
sfurit, they would be contented 
with and thankful for such ap- 
parel as they have. As for those, 
who are really destitute, it 1s 
certain, that most of them might 
clothe themselves decently to 
appear in the house of trod; be- 
cause many actually do so, with 
means quite as scanty, and labor- 
ing under embarrassments guite 
as great, as they possess. The 
eause of their alleged inability is 
to be found in their idleness, in 
their tavern-bills, or in the 
marks, that stand against the 
initials of their names, on the 
shelves and walls of dram-shops. 

To the question, What portion 
of holy time ought te be afiproprt- 
ated to fiublic worship? no pre- 
eise answer, perhaps, cap be giv- 
en. Generally, it has been found 
cunvenient lO meet twice every 
Lord’s days In compliance with 
this arrangement, it is the duty 
of ail, who are interested in it, 
to attend both services. Till 


we hear the pious members of 
our churches compiain, that the 
practice interferes with other 
duties, it is worse tian trifing 
for persons, who neglect other 
duties, to plead, that they have 


not time for this. If in somé 
extensive and thinly settled par- 
ishes, it is found very incenve- 
nient, during the celd season, to 
meet more than once on the 
Lord’s day, the rule of duty is 
changed; and it is changed again, 
if, in cities and other compact 
settlements, it is found, that the 
interests of Christ’s kingdom are 
promoted by three stated ser- 
vices. God has left this matter, 
as he has many other things, 
to be regulated by his people, 
according to circumstances. 
When, with a due regard te 
these, they decide upon meeting 
once, twice, or three times, on 
the Sabbath, it is the duty of all 
concerned, to acquiesce in the 
arrangement, and to honor it 
by a cheerlul attendance. 

6. Some part of the Lord’s 
day may very profitably be spent 
in religious conversation. The 
advantages of such conversation 
are many; but I can only find 
room just to mention two or 
three. 

It brightens the intellect and 
warms the heart. Jron sharfien- 
eth tron, so a man sharfreneth the 
countenance of his friend. Did the 
hearts of the two disciples burn 
within them, when going to Em- 
maus! It was the conversation 
of Christ, which kindled their 
affections into a holy flame; and 
though no man ever spake like 
him, multitudes of Christians 
can testily, from their own expe- 
rience, to the sweetness of reli- 
gieus conversation How often 
has it revived their languishing 
graces. Hew happily has it con- 
tributed to clear up their doubts, 
apd to urge them forward in the 
ruce set before them. 

Such cunversation tends, alse, 
more than almost any thing else, 


lait. 
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to fix divine truth in the memo- 
ry. Every one must have ob- 
served, how much easier, and 
how much longer, he retains 
what is imprimted in this way, 
than what he finds in books. Re- 
ligious conversation, then, should 
spontaneously grow out of every 
subject, to which our attention is 
called, upon the Sabbath. Let us 
avail ourselves of its elivening 
and warming influence. Let it 
be familiar in our families. Let 
it fill up the intervals, which are 
not occupied by any of the duties 
already mentioned, Let it en- 
gage our thoughts and affections, 
in going to and returning trom 
public worship. It will prevent 
the intrusion of evil thoughts It 
will, by the blessing of God, 
make us wiser and better It 
will, if we are Christians indeed, 
make us happier for the time; 
and this holy communion will 
contribute not a little to prepare 
us for the high felicity of eternal 
converse with saints and angels 
in heaven. 

7. The pious instruction of 
children, is a plain and impor- 
tant duty of the Sabbath. 1 re- 
gret, that I have room for little 
more than the bare mention of a 
subject so important. Children 
Shuuld be taught from their cra- 
dles, to esteem the Sabbath a de- 
light, the holy of the Lord honer- 
adle. It is then, that parents are 
most at leisure, and that thev 
should take particular pains to 
¢xplain the use and importance 
of the Sabbath; that they should 
catechise their children and do- 
inestics; should 1equire them to 
Jearn and repeat prayers, hymns, 
and portions of Scripture; shouid 
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make them acquainted with the 
perfections of God, their own 
sinfulness, and the necessity of . 
their being made new creatures 
in Christ, to prepare them for 
that glorious Sabbath, in the 
world above, which will have no 
end. 

I might infer, from all that has: 
been said in this and the preced- 
ing number, that social visits, on 
Saturday afternoon, are generally 
improper, because they tend 
rather to dissipate than compose 
the thoughts;—that the reason 
why some Christians find so 
much occasion to lament their 
coidness and leanness, Is, that 
they do not rememéer the Suh- 
bath;—and that so far from ‘its 
being an idle day, it will be 
found, by those who pray and 
read the Scriptures, and spend 
as much time in other religious 
duties as they ought, a day not 
less o¢cupied than any other in 
the week. 

But I must not enlarge, fur- 
ther than merely to sugyesr, 
how pleasantly and profitabiy the 
sacred hours must pass wits 
those, who keep the Sabbath 
hoiy. What blessed communion 
must they enjoy with the adora- 
ble Trinity! What rapid profi- 
clency must they make in the 
knowledge of the Scriptures, 
How fast must they grow in 
grace, and ripen for heaven. 
May such be the course, such 
the happiness of the writer, aud 
of every reader. 


“In holy duties let the day 

Jn holy pleasures pass awzy, 

How sweet a Sabbath thus to spend, 
In hope of one teat ne’er shall end.” 


fo. K. & 




























A Short 
For the Panoplist. 
A SHORT SERMON, NO. V. 


Eccl. viii, 11. Because sentence 
against an evil work i not cx- 
ecuted speedily, therefore the 
heart of the sons of men is 
Sully set in them to do evil. 


THe wrath of God is revealed 
from Heaven against all ungodli- 
nesx and unrightecusness of men, 
A sentence is pronounced a- 
gainst every evil work in the 
word of God. This sentence is 
not often executed immediately 
upon transgressors; but Its exe- 
cution is suspended by the pa 
tience and long-suffering of God, 
that sinners may have space tor 
repentance, and an opportunity 
to believe the Gospel aid secure 
their saivation. But n,uittiudes 
abuse the forbearance of God; 
and by fulse reascuings, afd the 
deceitfulness of <¢in, become 
more hardened and obstinate in 
their wickedness 

When a petson refuses to 
comply with the warnings avid 
invitations of the word ot God, 
and is determined to neglect 
religion, and to continue in his 
sins, his heart may be said to be 
fully set in him to do evil. For 
is it less than this, to reject 
Christ, us a Savior and King, 
and to prefer the indulgence of 
unholy justs and passions to his 
gracious authority? Our text 
therefore exactiy describes the 
case of too mahy in every palit 
of cur coupiry. It may be use- 
ful to consider the principal 
yeasons, Why a delay of puiish- 


ment encourages the wicked to 


continue In sin. 
1. Tine grand reason is the 
depravity of the heart, which 
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renders mankind prone to abuse 
all the bountics and mercies of 
God. Do not those. to whom 
God gives health, and ou'ward 
peace, and abundance of riches, 
generally abuse these blessings, 
neglecting and forgetting the 
merciful Author of them, and 
spending their streneth and 
wealth in the gratification and 
indulgence of cheir sinful pas- 
sions! How common ts the re- 
mark, and how manifest is the 
fact, thet worldiy prosperity 
makes both individnais and na- 
ions more proud, vicious. and 
dissolute, because they wicked- 
ly abuse and pervert the boun- 
tics of Providence. In a simi- 
lar manner, muititudés turn the 
grace of God into iascrviousness, 
and pervert the truths of the 
Gospel How many tke en- 
couragement to continue In sin, 
and to induige their licentious 
inciurations, trom the doctrine 
of redemption, and the declara- 
tons of divine mercy in the 
Scriptures. From depravity it 
Is, that the sons of men abuse 
the forbearance of God in the 
Suspension of threatened pun- 
Isbment, and tuliy set ther 
hearts to do evil, lodeed, what 
good thing is there, which some 
do fiot pervert, and thus make 
it the occasion of their greater 
guilt? Phe cause, in every such 
liistance, Is their ows wicked- 
ness; and the beneficence. pa- 
uence, and giace ot God are 
not jess yreat an «udorable, be- 
cause abused. We shvuid be- 
ware of conciuding, that our ob- 
ligations to God are not great, 
because we are to wiser and 
better under our advanlages. it 
iis torough Gur owa siniuiness, 
we are the more culity, but God 
Is not the Jess good. The good- 
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ness of God in bestowing a gift 
does not depend on our use of it. 
We are doubtless under obliga- 
tions to be thankful tor all the 
various gifts of God, though we 
have neglected or misused them. 
But is this sufficiently consid- 
ered? 

Let us all humble ourselves 
for abusing the divine goodness, 
as we have done in innumerable 
instances, so that it has been the 
occasion of our aggravated guilt; 
but let us not forget to be thank. 
fui to God for his favors, howev- 
er we may have abused them. 
Let the sinner be thankful, that 
the patience and long-suffering 
ot God have hitherio spared 
him; and let him reflect, that 
the goodness of God shculd lead 
him to repentance, and that he 
shovld not presumptuously con- 
tinue to treasure up to himself 
wath against the day of wrath. 

2. Another reason, that the 
heart of those, who abuse the 
patience and forbearance ef God, 
is fully set in them .o do evil, is 
the tendency of sin from bad to 
worse. 

By a course of transgression 
the remonstrances of conscience 
are overcome; its power is grad- 
wally weakened, and its rebukes 
silenced. ‘The dread of punish- 
ment becomes weaker, the lon- 
ger persons escape the teeling 
of it. One sin usually teads to 
the commission of others; as 
such 1s the connexion between 
sins, that one, if indulged, al- 
NeOst Lecessumily betrays a per- 
S' 1 Into many more. All sintul 
passions and appetites increase 
In Strength and power by indul- 
‘gence; while restraints and a 
disposition to resistance become 
weaker. Bad babits are gradu- 
ally formed and strengihemed, 
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involving the unhappy trans- 
eressor more and more inextri- 
cably in the toils of iniquity. 

His heart also becomes more 
hardened. his views of truth ob- 
scured, ahd his judgment in re- 
gard to moral and religious sube 
jects corrupted. Such are the 
natural and deplorable effects of 
continuing in sin Hence it is, 
that inveteraie sinners cease to 
be affected by the truths of 
Scripture, contemn _ reproof, 
miake a mock at sin, feel sc- 
cure, treat the solemnities of re- 
ligion with cool levity, and more 
deliberately set their hearts to 
doevil. The case of such sin- 
ners is almost desperate It is 
im the power of the Holy Spirit 
to awaken them to repentance; 
but observation shows, that such 
an event is not ofien to be ex- 
pected. How devoutly it 1s to 
be desired, that they might yet 
realize their condition, and be- 
come the monuments of the 
riches of divine grace. Woaile 
they live, we should not cease 
to pray and to use means for the 
salvation of the mest abandoned 
sinners. 

Let the yorng consider the 
importance cf taking a right 
course in the morning of lite. 
If your parents are plows, and 
you are not trained up in the 
ways of wickedness, your heart 
IS cOMmparativeiy tender, your 
mind unperverted, and divine 
truih interests and affects you. 
Remember therefore your Cre- 
ator now; seck him early; im- 
plore his grace and direction; 
devote yourselves unreservedly 
to him; @vd waik not in the coun- 
sed of the ungodiu—but deaxht in 
the law of the Lord; aid im sets 
law meditate day and mght Lhen 
you will escape the snares of 








vice ard the sorrows of the 
wicked; you will secure your 
Salvation, enjoy the protection 
of God and the pleasures of pie- 
ty; live tothe divine glory, and 
be extensively useful in the 
world. But the paths of vice 
are full of perils; every step is 
a descent, which makes return 
more difficult; and they lead to 
the regions of everlasting death. 

3. Another reason, that the 
suspension of punishment en- 
courages men In sin, Is the false 
conclusions which they draw 
from the forbearance of God. 
Through the depravity of the 
heart, the deceitfulness of sin, 
and the wiles of the adversary, 
the divine forbearance proves 
the occasion of their denying 
the truth, believing errors, and 
entertaining false hopes. #e- 
€eause sentence against an evil 
work is not executed sfeedily, 
many form such conclusions as 
these: That men are not so great 
sinners, nor sin 80 criminal and 
elestructive, as the Scriptures 
and serious ministers represent; 
—that God is not so highiy of- 
fended and provoked by sin, as 
some imagine;—that he is not 
so inflexibly just and severe, as 
to execute his threateniags on 
the impenitent;—that there will 
be some way of escape, so that 
they who die in their sins, will 
eventuaily be saved,and be lforev- 
er happy;—that there Is no such 
distinction between the right- 
eous and the wicked, as many 
pretend;—that there is no need 
of making so much ado about 
religion;—that to fee] regret and 
cry for mercy in the last extrem- 
ity are sufficient;—that we need 
not fear to gratify the passions 
aftd appetites which God has 
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given us;—that God delights to 
see all his creatures happy, and 
enjoying themselves; and that 
the apprehensions of the scru- 
pulous, and the zeal and fidelity 
of the conscientious, are super- 
stition and fanaticism. Such 
false conclusions as these, in 


substance at least, influence and. 


delude the greater part of the 
ungodly. Thus they cry to 
themselves, and to one another, 
peace, peace; though, there is no 
freace, saith my God, to the wick- 
ed. With plausible errors they 
deceive their own souls; and 
promise themselves salety and 
happiness, while their iniquities 
are bringing on them innumera- 
ble calamities, and they are has- 
tening to the judgment of the 
great day, unprepared, and un- 
firenarmg, to meet their offend- 
ed Judge in peace. 

It is very easy for persons to 
deceive themselves, while under 
the influence of sin, so as to be- 
lieve that God, zz @ moral sense, 
is altogether like themselves; 
that he views things, and feels 
in regard te them, as they do. 
These things thou hast done, and 
IT kepi silence; thou thoughtest 
that Luus alioge her such an one 
as thysef. 

Let such persons observe, that 
it is not said in the text, Because 
sentence agast an evil work is 
repealed,——but not executed 
sfreedily—which implies, that it 
will be eventually executed on 
all, who neglect the opportuni- 
ties afforded them, to flee to the 
Lord Jesus Christ tor refuge, 
ur.d to lay hold of the hope set 
before them in the Gospel. The 
sentence staids recorded in the 
sure word of the God of ever 
lasting truth, and final destrae- 
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tion awaits those, who descend 
to the grave with their unre- 
pented sins on their heads. 

Others, who hold the truth in 
unrighteousness, draw this false 
conclusion, as it generally 
proves; that, because sentence 
against an evil work is not exe- 
cuted speedily. they may neg- 
lect religion and live in their 
sins a while longer, and yet have 
opportunity to prevent its being 
executed by repentance. Thus 
they encourage themselves in 
sin for the present, and defer 
repentance to a precarious fu- 
ture season. They mean to at- 
tend to the salvation of their 
souls, before they die; but they 
are not yeady yet. They have 
known or have heard of some, 
who, after having lived longer 
than themselves, without God 
in the worid, repented, believ- 
ed, and fonnd mercy.—Yes; but 
have you not known more to die 
younger than you are, apparent 
ly impenitent and unprepared 
for eternity? You have been 
spared bO many years, and may 
live some years longer. You 
may; but you have mo assurance 
of an hour. Persons of ali ayes 
die around you, and die sudden: 
ly, and unexpectedly; and will 
you suffer your eternal weifare 
tu ccpend on the uncertainty of 
your frail tife? Besides, do you 
become more inclined to repen- 
tance by continuing longer ia 
sini May ne: God give vou over 
iO a reprobate mind? Deiay not 
IN seeking your salvation. O 
that you might now perceive it 
to be for vour good, as delay is 
fraught with may awful dan- 
vers, 

Be persuaded, without any 
longer procrastination, to sacri- 
ace every sin, te humbie your- 
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selves in unfeigned repentance 
before God, and to believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, that the 
long-suffering of God may be to 
you salvation. Finally, let the 
hearts of us all de fudly set in us 
to glorify God and to do good. 

R. W. 


Por the Panoplist. 


REASONS WHY CHRISTIANS 
SHOULD LOVE EACH OTHER, 


ANEW commandment I give unte 
you, that ye love one another. 
See that ye love one another with 
a pure heart fervently. Beloved, 
if God so doved us, we ought alw 
to love one another. Let broth- 
erly love continue. 

Our Lord himself, when on 
earth, distinguished one of his 
friends as the beloved disciple. 
Yet he loved them ai!, and pro- 
posed his own example as a pat- 
tern for them, that they should 
love owe another. 

Several instances are recorded 
in the New Testament, of pecu- 
liar love towards individuals, 
who had exhibited faithful and 
unwearied attachment to. the 
cross of Christ. The grateful 
affection of the mourners over 
Dorcas, and the ardent love of 
the eiders of Ephesus to Pauli, 
may be aduuced as examples. 
Phe love which Paul himseif 
bore to the saints, may be easily 
traced in his episties, by the 
warmth and delight with which 
he mentions the names of the 
fuithful adherents to the cause 
oi bis Master. He appears, in- 
deed, to have borne a parucular 
affection towards all those, wiom 
he had been instrumental in 
bringing to the knewiedge ef 
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the Gospel; and claims from the 
Corinthians, on that very ac- 
count, a return of filial love and 
affection to which he considered 
no others so fully entitied as 
himself. For though, us he 
strikingly observes, they had ten 
thousand instructors in Christ, 
yet had they not many fathers; 
Jor in Christ Jesus he had begot- 
ten them through the Gospel. To 
Philemon he makes a similar re- 
mark, when pleading for Onesi- 
mus. And here I can hardiy 
avoid noticing the remarkable 
manner in which he recommends 
Onesimus to his master’s affec- 
tion. The Apostle calis him @ 
brother beloved, especially to him- 
self, who had begutren him in his 
bonds; but adds, how much more 
to thee, both in the flesh and in 
the Lord. 

If we love Christ, we also love 
all his followers. We are not 
to despise the poor, or him that 
is weak in the faith, We are 
bound to manifest our love to 
ail, 10 the several ways pointed 
out ju the Gospel, according as 
circumstances require; and are 
to be ready to lay down our 
lives, if necessary, lor the breth- 
ren. 

1 shall now mention some par- 
ticular reasons, why Christians 
ought to love one another. 

i. Christians shouid jove one 
another on account of thelr jike- 
ness to Christ. All Christians 
do, in some degree, bear his 
image. They are Goa’s work- 
manshifi, created in Christ Jesus 
unto good works, They are cre- 
aiid after Gud, 1. e. alter the 
hikcness of God, in righteousness 
and true holiness Lhe design 
ef God in their election, was to 
econiorm them to the image of 
his Son. Hence itis said, Whom 


he did foreknow, he also did pre- 
destinate to be conformed to the 
wmage of his Son. And, Accord- 
ing ashe hath chosen us in him 
before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be haly and with- 
out dlame before himin love. In- 
deed, then only do we properly 
represent the religion of the 
holy Jesus, when we shew forth 
bis character in our lives and 
conduct. The Gospel! has al- 
ways a holy tendency; for che 
grace of God that bringcth sal- 
vation hath apficared unto alé 
men, teaching us, that denying 
ungodliness and wordly lusts, we 
should live seberiy, righteously, 
and godiy m the world. The 
saints shouid love all who pos- 
Sess this Character and exiibit 
this conduct, because they are 
in some deyree hke Christ. 
Doubtiess there are many de- 
grees, Or mouifications, of love. 
‘The blessed God is the fountain 
of ali pertection: and from him 
springs every excellent disposi- 
tion which is to be found either 
in men, or angeis. He therefore 
claims our supreme affection. 
Next to him the saints in gen- 
eral, and those in particuiar, whe 
are the most like him, are enti- 
tied to a Share in our love. 

2. Lhe saints shouid love one 
abother on account of the fel- 
lowship which they have in one 
another’s sufferings and joys. 
‘bhis is beautifuily cxpressed 
by the Apostie: Whether one 
member suffer, all ihe members 
suffer with wt; or one membcr be 
honored, ull the members rejoice 
Wiih ile 

None of the followers of Christ 
are excmpt trom suffering; and 
all their sutficrings are irom sin, 
Satan, and the world, ‘These 
are Lheir cemmon cnemies, and 
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from these spring all their con- 
Aicts: hence they are exhorted 
to endure hardness as good sol- 
diers of Jesus Christ, and to put 
on the whole armor of God, that 
they may stand in the evil day, 
and having dane all to stand. 
Since Chiistians are all engaged 
in one common warfare against 
the world, the flesh, and the 
devil, how carnestly should they 
strive to strengthen cach other’s 
hands and cacourage each oth- 
er’s hearts (0 figh: the good fight 
of faith, that they may lay hold 
on eternal life. Christians know 
how to sympathize with each 
other, in their afflictions and 
troubies, Are the tocs of Christ 
and of his courch combined to- 
gether, and do they excrt them- 
seives to make divisions amunz 
the brethren? This should uaake 
pious praying persons unite so 
much the closer in love, and in- 
duct them lo pray earnestly for 
each other, that they may be 
kept by the matchless power of 
God from becoming a prey to 
their enemies. Whenever any 
of the brethren suffer in their 
minds. in their bouics, or in 
their families, through their at- 
tachment to Cirist and his Gus- 
pel, a general sympathy ought 
to be icit by all. 

Aud as Christians must par- 
take of one another's sufferings, 
so must they also of one anoih- 
er’s joys. Lf one member be hon- 
ored, athe members rejoice with 
et. it a brother be highly es- 
teemed in the church, on ac- 
count of his faith and his exem- 
plary couduct, the other breth- 
Ifthe faith 
of one Chrisuian groweth exceed- 
ingiy, and is charity toward all 
edoundeth; ail the saints ought 
to rejoice aid ve giud. Love 

Vor. XI. "s 
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rejoiceth in the truth. It ae- 
lights to see the brethren stead- 
fast in the faith, and walking un- 
der its influence, and wishes to 
have their souis prosper and be 
in health. 

3. Christians should love each 
other on account of their near 
relation to Gud. 

God is their heavenly Father. 
He condescends to own them as 
his children; for, by faith in 
Christ Jesus, they become a- 
dopred into the family of Heav- 
eu. Behold, what manner of love 
the Futher hath bestowed unon 
us, that we should be called the 
sons of Ged. Though they were 
once the children of wrath. ever 
as others, yet now are they the 
sons and daughters of the Lord 
Aimighty: in consequence of 
which lie has settled upen them 
an eternal inheritance. Jf they 
ure children, then heirs, heirs of 
God, and joint heirs with Christ. 
How immensely rich 1s the poors 
est behever! He tas God for his 
Father, Cubrist lor his eider 
brother, and heaven for his in- 
heritance! 

Sseing, then, that Christians 
are so bhearly related to God; 
seelng he condescends to cull 
them his chiidren, and treats 
them as such; sceing they are 
thus beloved of Him, ought they 
bot tu love and esteem each oti 
er? Let Christians bonor those, 
whom the King of neaven thus 
Gcligints to honor: 

4. Qu account of the near re- 
lation which Christians sustan 
to each other, they shouid lcel 
reciprocai ilove, 

‘dhey are ail children of the 
sane Father, belong tothe same 
family, and ave heirs of the same 
blessed inhernance. lie cone 
nexion, which subsists between 


















































them, is indissoluble. Every 
ether relationship among men 
will be dissolved; but their’s will 
last to, all eternity. They are 
strangers and pilgrims here be- 
low, and are journeying to their 
F tver’s house, where they will 
soon arrive. 

The saints on earth and those 
in heaven make but one family; 
and, though separated for a 
while, yet they will all meet at 
last, in their heavenly Father's 
house, to part no more. What 
though they have many trials to 
endure, Many snares to escape, 
and many temptations to over- 
come, yet Christ their Almighty 
Savior will finally bring them to 
those mansions, which he has 

one befere to prepare for them 
in his Father's house, ‘hat where 
Ae is, there they, as his brethren, 
may be also. 

And as they are brethren of 
one family, so also are they 
members of that spiritual body, 
of which Christ is the head. So 
intimate is the union between 
Christ aud believers, that they 
are Called one body. Ye are the 
body of Christ and members in 


particular. for as the body is. 


one, and hath many members, and 
all the members of that one body 
ocing many, are one bodu, sv also 
js Carist. lf true Christians are 
so nearly related to each other, 
as to make but one body, of 
which Christ is the head, noth- 
ing can be more reasonabie, than 
that they should tenderly and 
affectionately love one another. 

Omitting other reasons, which 
might be assigned, why Chris- 
tians should love one another, I 
would urge them to do al] in 
their power to promote each 
other’s welfare. 





fy Reasons why Christians should love each ethe?P: Jat: 


That this is their duty, may’ 
be inferred from what has been 
said above. And it is written; 
Look not every one on his own 
things, but everu man alsu on the 
things of others. Let this mind 
be in yuu, which was also in 
Christ Jesus. Our Savior ever 
sought the welfare of mankind. 
A selfish spirit is incompatible 
with that of the Gospel; for it 
is the very opposite to that of 
Christ Jesus. Whoever has rot 
a heart to seek and pursue the 
peace and prosperity of the 
Church, and the good of his 
neighbors, and’ especially of 
those who delong to the household 
of faith, is destitute of true faith 
in Christ, whatever may be his 
pretensions. Every professed 
Christian, who is under the in- 
fluence of corrupt motives, caus- 
es divisions in the church, is a 
self-sceker, or a seif-admirer, is 
vet in the gail of bitterness and 
bond of inigurty. 

All the good or the evil that 
is done to his followers, Christ 
considers as done to himself, 
This is plain from the account 
which he gives us of the process 
at the final judgment. Then shalt 
the Judge say unto them on his. 
right hand, Come, ye blessed of 
my Father, inherit the kingdom’ 
prepared for you from the foun 
dation of the world. Ford was 
an hungered, and ye gave me 
meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave 
me drink: I was a stranger, and 
ye took me in:—Verily I. say unto 
you, znasmuch as ye have done tt 
unto one of the leust of these my 
brethren, ye have done tt unto MR. 
Then shall he say also unto taem 
on Ais ic ft hand, Depart from me, 
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, 
firefpared fer the devil and his 




















angels;—for I was an hungered, 
and ye gave me no meat: Iwas 
thirsty, and ye gave me no drink; 
Veriiy I say unto you, inasmuch 
as ye didit not unto one Of the 
least of these, ye did it not to ME. 
E. S. 


For the Panoplist. 
GONCERT OF PRAYER. 


Jr is known to the religious 
public, that the first Monday 
evening in every month is ob- 
served, aS a season of special 
and united prayer for missiona- 
ries, by many Christians in Eu- 
rope, by some in America, and 
by the missionaries, their fami- 
lies, and congregations, in Asia 
and Africas ‘hat the number 
of pious persons, whp regularly 
unite In this concert, should be 
as great as possible, is certainly 
desirable. Christians will do 
weil to consider, whether they 
ean spend that evening more 
usefully in reference to their 
own spiritual improvement; or 
more beneficially to the cause 
ef Christ, than by swelling the 
muititude of those, who are then 
with one heart, though in far 
distant places, and in different 
languages, earnestly beseeching 
their heavenly Father to send 
tis Gospel to the heathen, and 


_ Cause it to be received by an 


hations. 

It has been contemplated by 
some pastors and members of 
Our churches to establish a con- 
cert of prayer for our nation, 
now suffering under a great Ca- 
lamity; a concert in which the 
pious should intercede for our 
guilty land, confess our rational 
sins, and supnlicate a revurn cf 


Cencert of Prayer. £9 


peace, a reformation of morals, 
and a general revival of religion. 

Why caiinot all these objects 
be united in one concert, to be 
held at the time above-mention- 
ed? That the objects are impor- 
tant no one will question; that 
they are such as all Christians 
can join in promoting, is equally 
clear. The thought of concert 
in prayer is peculiarly pleasing, 
and tends powerfully to excite 
devotional feelings. Should such 
a plan as is here hinted at go into 
Operation, the topics can be ar- 
ranged in some such-manner as 
the following; viz. 

1. Prayer for the heathen;— 
that missionaries may speedily 
be sent into all the unevangeliz- 
ed regions of the earth;—that a 
great and effectual door may be 
opened for their labors;—that 
they may be faithful and labori- 
ous men, suitably qualified for 
their station, and largely endow- 
ed with the spirit of Christ;— 
that all, who have the direction 
of missionaries, may have wis- 
dom to discern the fittest places 
for immediate action, and zeal 
to discharge their dutics with- 
ont wavering or fainting, and 
with steadfast faith in Christ, as 
the great Patron of missionary 
exertions. 

2. Prayer ier our own coun- 
try;—ieat peace may be speed- 
ily restored, and, if resiored 
spcedily, that it may be follow- 
ed by proofs of national grati- 
tude;—that the effect of public 
calamities may be a thorough 
reformation;—that the Sabbath 
may be kept holy, profaneness 
and other immoraiities cease, all 
charitable and public-spirited de- 
signs prosper, the means of grace 
be dilipenily used, and the re- 
newing, relyeshing, and sancti- 
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fying influences of the Spirit be 
gencrally experienced. 

3. Prayer for all ministers of 
the. Gospel;—that they may be 
strong in faith, fervent in pray- 
er, unwearicd in labors, and 
wholly given to their work;— 
that their numbers may be in- 
creased in proportion to the ex- 
igencies of the churches and of 
the worid;—that, for this pur- 
pose, great multitudes of pious 
young men may be educated 
end put into the ministry, in ev- 
ary Christian country, and every 
other country so fast as it shall 
become Christian, till the num- 
ber of evangelical laborers shall 
be adequate to the extent of the 
harvest;—that all the true shep- 
herds may be known and receiv- 
ed by the flock, while all wolves 
in sheep’s clothing are a.so re- 
cognized and shunned;—that all 
blind guides may be convinced 
ot their blindness, and apply to 
Christ for spiritual sight;—and 
ahat all faithful servants of Christ, 
however separated at present by 
unesscntial differences, may cor- 
dially unite in the same great 
Jabor of love. 

4. Prayer for the rulers of ev- 
ery nation;—that they may fear 
God and hate covetousness, and 
resist the ten thousand tempta- 
tions by which they are beset;x— 
that they may lay aside. sloth, 
ease, and indulgence, and apply 
themselves Jaboriously to pro- 
mote the real and. permanent 
good of their subjects;— that 
they may discard foolish nation- 
al jealousies, and perceive that 
the highest prosperity of any na- 


tion is perfectly compatible with 
the highest prosperity of every 
other naticn;—-—that they may 
know and feel, that elevation to 
publie office is not desirable on 
any other account than as fur- 
nishing the means of usefulness; 
—that they may live mindful of 
the account which they must 
render to God for all their op- 
portunities cf doing good;—and 
that the people may joyfuily 
submit to ali the Jaws and re- 
commendations which are calcu- 
lated to promote their best in- 
tcrests. 

5. Prayer for all men;—that 
the vice and ignorance, the in- 
justice and violence, the hatred 
of the truth and love of false- 
hood, which deform and poljute 
this gnilty world, may be unl 
versally forsaken;——that God 
would speedily interpose and 
deliver maukind from those tre- 
mendous evils, which have con- 
verted the carih into one vast 
ficid of biood; and that Christ 
may be hailed from the rising to 
the setting sun, as KinG oF 
KINGS AND LokD OF LORDS. 

That ali the above-menuoned 
topics make a part of the daily 
and weckly suppiications of the 
pecple of God admits not of a 
coubt; but I am not therefore 
convinced that such a concert, 
aS is here contempiated, would 
be useless. On the contrary, F 
believe it would powerfully tend 
to awaken in Christians a juster 
feeling of their duties anu obil- 
guulons, than they have general- 
ly experienced hitherto. 

A. B. 
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REVIEW. 


XXXIXM. Withholding a suitable 
sunpfrort fram the AMlinisters of 
Reugion 7s robbing Ged: A 
Sermon pfireechea to the Pres- 
bylerian congregation in Platts- 
burgh. N Y. Sept. £6. .813. 
By Wittiam kh. Weexs, at 
that time fiastor of said con- 
gregation Albany Printed 
for the Author. 18:4. pp. 28. 


THis sermon is introduced by a 
serics of observations, all tending 
to the conclusion, that a minister 
is bound :o declare ad! the coun- 
sel of God to the peopte of his 
charge, and to 2x plain and urge 
offeusive doctryics and disagree- 
abie duties, however paintul the 
task may be. It is added, that 
there is one duty, “which minis- 
ters. are apt to pass over in 
silence, though it is intimately 
connected with the best inter- 
ests of their people, and is of 
vital importance to the cause of 
Christ.” The duty here reter- 
red to is that of making provision 
for the suitable support of the 
ministers of the Gospel. 

The iextis Mai. 1, 8 Willa 
man vob God? yet ye have rob- 
6b-d me. But ye say, wherein 
have we rubbed thec? In trihes 
and offerings. 

From this passage of Scrip- 
ture Mr. W_seniorces the doc 
trine, which he has placed as the 
titie of his discourse, and which 
he itlustrates by inquiring, first, 
what Is a suitabie suppert ol the 
ministers of religion; secondly, 
when a pceopie may be said to 
withhoid 1; and thirdly, whether, 
in such a Case, they are guilty of 


robbing God, 


In the inquiry as to a suitable 
support, Mr. W. examincs what 
was provided for the ministers 
of religion under the Old Yesta- 
ment dispensation, and then es- 
tablishes the following rules on 
this subject, viz. That the minis- 
ters of religion should have it in 
their power to be honest; to be 
respectable; to be charitable; to 
make improvement in the man- 
ner of discharging the duties of 
their calling; to educate their 
children; and to make some pro- 
vision for their families, in case 
they should be removed by death. 
These positions are satisfacterily 
proved; they are, indeed, at first 
view, perfectly reasonable. 

Under the second head it is 
urged, that a congregation may 
be said to withhold a suitable 
support from a minister, when 
they do not make any permanent 
provision tor it; when they re- 
juse to contribute their equal 
proportion, according to their 
property, for this purpose; when 
the\ make engagements, but 
never fulfil them; when they 
promise a suffaient support, but 
do not punctuaily comply with 
theit promise; and when they do 
not increase the nominal amount 
of a stipulated salary, upou a dc 
crease of its valuc 

The remaining head of dis- 
course. and the application, are 
well worihy of the perusal of all, 
who are desirous of knowing and 
periorming their duty. We can- 
not give ¢ven ab abstract, with- 
out exciuding a paragraph which 
we have seiccted as a fair speci- 
men of the sermon. We must 
therefore refer our readers te 
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‘the discourse itself, assuring 
them, that they will find abund- 
ani evidence of a vigorous mind, 
employed in urging powerful 
@onsiderations, and.in establish- 


-* 


Tog sound conclusions. 

The following paragraph is 
recommended, as a useful dis- 
cussion of a topic, which is not 
unfrequently brought forward 
with a view to prejudice the 
people against regular ministers 
of the Gospel. 


“In the light-of this subjeet,-we see, 
that there is no reason to charge minis- 
ters with being Airelings, because they 
claim and receive a suitabie support from 
their people. There is a great hue and 
-ory made, at this day, against those min- 
isters who claim a suitable support from 
their people, as though they were hire- 
lings; and some who pretend to be preach- 
ers of the Gospel themselves, are fore- 
roost in thisclamor. But if claiming and 
receiving a suitable support, makes a man 
a hireling, then Paul was a hireling. For 
he says, he took wages of the churet, and 
that for preachiag. If this makes a man 
ahireling, then Christ taught his disci- 
ples to be hirelings. For he told them to 
make no provision for themselves, when 
hey weut forth to preach, because the 
faborer is worthy of his nine. They 
should receive their wages where they pe- 
formed their work. But receiving wages 
3s not what makes a man a hireling. Itis 
selfishness, which constitutes a man a hire- 
ting. A man is a hireling, when the gain 
is his principal object. ‘That preacher is 
-ahireling, who cares oyly for what he ean 
get, but cares not tor the flock. That 
-man is a hireling, who enters the ministry 
@rom any selfish motive; not only he who 
viioes it for the sake of gain, but he who 
does it for the seke of honor and distine- 
“tion, because he loves to have the pre- 
veminence. Theve is little reason to think 
“that men enter the ministry, at this day, 
“who are qualified for the other learned 
professions, for the sake of gain. But 
-there is reason to fear that some under- 
take to preach, who are not qualified for 
‘this, or avy other learned profession, 
merely from an aspiring, a:abitions spirit, 
that will not be content with the humble 
station for which Providence has qualified 
them. These are the true hireling preach. 
ers, notwithstanding their loud protessions 
of disinterestedness. Paul was charged 
with being a hireling, by the false teach- 
ers of his day. They made so gveat a 
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clamor at Corinth, about his receiving pay 
for preaching, that he thought it exped - 
ent to wave his right, in that place, and 
to take wages of other churches, while 
he preached to them. They made this 
clamor, in order to destroy his influence, 
that they might take his place. To cut 
off occasion from them, he dispensed with 
his right, But he was very careful to in- 
form the Corinthians of the true reason 
of his doing so, that they might not con- 
clude it was because it is wrong to receive 
pay for preaching. He says, 2 Cor. xi, 8, 
L robbed other churches, TAKING WAGES 
OF THEM TO DO You senvicr. And then 
he expresses his determination to do se 
still Aud afterwards le says, Wherefore? 
Because I love you not? God knoweth. 
He was sensible that to those who esteem- 
ed it a privilege to honor the Lord with 
their substance, by supporting his minis- 
ters, it would seem in him like a want of 
love for them, if he declined it. He assures 
them that this was not the reason, and 
adds, But what I do, that Iwill do, that 
L may cut off occasion from them which 
desive occasion; that wherein they glory, 
they may be found even as we. ‘hey glo- 
ried in their disintereseedness, in preach- 
ing the Gospel without any pay. And he 
thought best, in this particular instance, 
to eut off occasion trom them, by doing so 
too. But he tells us, in the following 
verses, what was the character of these 
men, who made such a parade of their 
disinterestedness, and raised such a clamor 
agaiast him, because he took pay for 
preaching. He says, ‘Pur such are fulse 
aposiles, deceitful workers, transforming 
themselves into ‘the apostles of Christ. 
And no marvel; for Satan himself is 
transformed into an angel of light. 
Therefore it is no great thing if his min- 
asters also be transformed as the ministers 
of righteousness. No; there is no foun- 
dation for the charge against faithful min- 
isters, of being hirelings, merely because 
they claim and receive that support, which 
to withhold is robbing God. And when 
people raise this clamor against them, for 
receiving what God commands to be given 
them, we. have reason to conclude it is 
done merely to excuse themselves from 
paying any thing,—that is merely as a 
eloak for their covetousness. And wheu 
pretended preachers are foremost in this 
elamor, we have reason to suspeet they 
have some sinister design, which they wish 
to conceal by a great show of disinterested 
benevolence.” pp. 24, 25. 


It is very remarkable, that 
those persons, who make the 
greatest Clamor on the subject of 
hirelings, always lay great stress 































115. Report of the Directors 
on a passage of Scripture which 
is directly against them. We 
refer to our Savior’s direction to 
his disciples not to take with 
them ‘either bread, or money, or 
a staff, or two coats apiece;’ 
which direction is enforced by 
this express reason, that the 
laborer is worthy of his hire, 
That this passage should be al- 
leged as conclusive against giv- 
ing or receiving Aire for preach- 
ing, is indeed wonderful. Itis 
a striking instance of the man- 
ner in which any thing, and ev- 
ery thing, may be alleged to be 
proved trom Scripture. 

Some of the disciples of our 
Lord were probably abie to make 
provision for themselves, during 
their shert excursions, into the 
Acighboring towns and villages: 
but this he absolutely forbids 
them to do. ‘hey might not 


- 


to the Missionary Society. 2& 
even take a little bread in a wal- 

let, nor a staff on which to sup- 
port their weary steps. Why? 
Because it was to be a law from 

the-very first promulgation of 
the Gospel, that the minister of 
the Gospel should derive his 

support, all the articles of com- 

fort and necessity, from the peo- 

ple for whom he labored. But 

suppose the pcople would not 

open their houses to these first 

preachers; might they not then 
provide for themselves. No; far 

from it. In that case, the reject- 

ed messenger of the Lord was: 
to shake off the dust of his feet, 

as a testimony against them;— 

as a token, that by rejecting an 

ambassador of Christ, they had 

rejected Christ himself, and were 

exposed to aggravated condemu- 
altlol. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


REPORT OF 'FHE DIRECTORS TO THE TWKEN- 
TIRTH GENERAL MBEVING OF THE MIS- 
SIONARY SOUIRTY, MAY 15, 1814. 


( Coucluded from p. 377, vol. x.) 


GANJAM. 

Mr. Ler, who was at Vizagapatam, has 
removed, wiih the consent of his breth- 
ren, and at the invitation of some friends 
oi religion, to Ganjom, a populous town 
Ou the coast. Ilere he is surrvunded not 
Guly by avast body of the natives, but 
also by a multitude of Portuguese and 
country-born people. When we last 
heard trom him, he was about to open a 
school for children of the latter descrip- 
tion, and another tor the natives, in which 
he wouid teach both English and Gentoo, 
and thereby have another opportunity of 
Hiroducing and explaining the doctrines 
of the Gospel. The attendance of Euro- 
peans and others on public worship was 
encouraging. About one hundred per- 
sols attend twice on the Lord’s day, and 
heav the word with seriousness, and he 
hopes with gout etfect. In the moraing 


he reads the church service befure the 


sermon. He wishes that more Missiona- 
rics iuay be scut to assist laiiu. 


TRAVANCORE, 
Mr. Rineertause still resides at Magil- 
ady, near Oodagherry, in ‘Travancore, 
and continues his labors at several villages 
in that neighborhood. In the summer of 
1812, he took a journey to the eastward, 
and at Negapatam was happy to meet 
with some of the fruits of Mr. Vos’s min- 
istry at that piace. His successor has a 
flourishing school there. At Tranquebar 
he had a dangerous illness, from which, 
however, he was happily restored. In 
the month of October he reached his usu- 
al residence and ‘resumed his labors. He 
visits twice a month his several congrega- 
tiens, and every evening addresses as ma- 
ny as are walling to attend. In some of 
these places, the people are irregular in 
their attendance, but at Ectamoly and 
Auticada they attend much better; at the 
Jatter place be thiaks of enlarging the 
charch. Pittaiow and Covilvilly appear 
stationary; but a new congregation has 
sprung up at Anaada-nadan-cudi-yivappa, 
where the people have erecte? a sail 
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ehurch; upon the whole, there has been 
au lucrease in number; one hundred and 
forty-six have been baptised since he last 
wrote. ‘he sumber of church meimbers 
is about six hundred and seventy-seven. 
About sixty children are in the seinools 
wader his direction. 

The Directors intend, if possible, to 
strengthen the hands of Mr, Ringeltaube, 
by sending another missionary to inlov 
with him (in addition to the Catechisis he 
already eimploys,) as they couecive the: e 
are many people in chat quarter disposed 
to jisten to the truch. 

We are sorry to learu from Mr. Rin- 
geltaube’s jourval, that many of the Syri- 
an priests “ib that nelg borhood ave in- 
elined to the Church of tome, and nore 
than a few congregatiuns have joined it. 


BELHARY. 

Since our last Report, we have learned 
that Mr. Hands, at Delhary, had been 
alarmingly dl with the live r compla iat; he 
was, however, mereful tly recovered, aud 
aficr a journey to Vizagapatam and to 
Madras (to which he was advised,) ce- 
turned to his station and resumed his la- 
bors, assisted Ly Mr.’ 
Madras, and one of the fruits of his min- 
istry there; and who, on his recommen- 
dation, has been received as 4 missionary 
under the pairouage of this Society. 

On his long journey trom Belhary to 
Vizagapatam, (more than five hundred 
miles,) wherever be halted, be usualy 
endeavored to publish amoug those who 
knew the Canara languaze, 
the Gospel, winch in’ eeneral the peocte 
were 50 ready to hear, that they it soem lf 
the ciuulicy, trom the time he entered 
till he icitit. He passed through some 
hundrees of towns and villazes, in some 
of which he found congregatious vi No- 
man Catholtes, especialy near the Covo- 
mandet Coast; and in scime of the villages, 
the greater part of the inhabitaats were 
Christians of that communien; but, alas! 
too generally they were searcely to be 
distinguished from their heathen’ neich- 
bors. Maay places he passed through 
seemed to be eligible stations fur missioa- 
aries. The paucity of Bramius there, the 
ruinous state of their pagodas and reli- 
gious houses, and the disregard now 
shewn to their once favored deities, af- 
tnd encouragement to hope, that the 
time is not far distant when they shail 
hear and rece ive the truth of the Gospel. 

In the last letter to the Direetors re- 
ceived trom Mr. Hands, he states, that 
ee charity school was in a flourishing 

tate; and that he had nearly forty bovs 
in his native school. Some additions had 
been made to the church. Tle was en- 


gaged in corrceting his translation of the 
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i aylor, a native of 


the truth of 
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Gospel of St. Matthew into the Canare 
language, the second Lime; and he hoped 
soon to send to the press both that and 
the Gospel of St. Luke. 


CHINSURAR. 
Mr. May, who was sent out with a view 
ot adi ug the Mission at Vizagapatain, 
especially in the tuition of the chikiren, 
fur which he - «da peculiar talent, was 
enabled, after a long deieation in A meri- 
cu, to proceed io fadia. He landed at 
Caicutta, Aug. 2), 1812, and by a pecu- 
liar concurrence of carcumstarces was led 
to seitle at Chiisurah, where h- has the 
pleasing progpect of iuuch usefulness, es- 
peeally to che rising generation. The 
Direeiors lament that they have received 
wo letier fron him of later date than Seb. 
4, 1814, when he had but just entered 
upon his labors. by that letter he requests 
ai ahowane. for the purpose of employ- 
ing native sehoolnasters. With this pro- 
posal they have ioost readily compiled, 
and wish io assure their brethren of this 
Society, that not ouly at Chinsurah, but 
al Belhary, Vizagapatam, Ganjam and 
Travancore, they have urged the mis- 
Sionaries to use Ubeir utmost endeavors 
to promote native schools, promising am- 
ple assistanee jor that importa.’ purpose; 
und the Directors will no doubt keep this 
object always in view, as a_ principal 
means, im connexion with the preaching 
of the word, (but by no means to super- 
sede it,) for the ultimaté welfare of the 
heathen, 
We are concerned to state, thet Mrs. 
May has also been removed by death; her 
end was peaes, but the luss is severely 
felt by Mr. May. 


MADRAS, | 
Mu. Loveress informs the Directors that 
the eoncerns of the chapel and of the tree 
schuots are much as usual; the attendance 
of the — ou his ninistry was rather 
more encouraging than before. He speaks 
of the visit of brother Hands with great 
pleasure, fis ministry at Madras, while 
he steid there for three weeks, was re- 
markably acceptable avd profitable. Mr. 
Loveless has becn the tustrument of dis- 
posing of a considerabie number of reli- 
wous books, which it is hoped will be use- 
ful to many. 

We arc much concerned here to state, 
that the cause of missions has recently 
sustained a heavy loss by the death of the 
Rev. ide. Johns of the Danish Missionary 
Institution at Tranquebar. He had beeu 
for forty years a futhiul ind useful mis- 
sionary, and bad reeeutly exerted his in- 
fluence for the purpose of increasing the 
nuniber of native schools in India, to which 
we referred iv eur lust Report. wis pam- 
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phlet on Indian Civilization, has, we trust, 
excited an interest among British Chris- 
tians, in behalf of the rising generation of 
Hindoostan, which will eventually prove 
ef great advantage to that populous coun- 
try. This great object, it will be seen, 
has not been lost sight of by the Directors. 


| CEYLON, 

Rr was stated in the last Report, that 
through the kindsess of Sir Alexander 
Jobustone, and other Honorable Members 
of the Government in Ceylon, Mr. Paim, 
6ne of eur missionaries, had been ap- 
r»0inted minister of the Dutch church at 
Columbo. He had previously been use- 
ful in visiting and reviving some of the 
schools; and; in his present situation, says 
Ghat he has better opportunities than ever 
of being servieeabl: to the missionary 
oause. He has suffered a severe trial by 
the loss of Mrs. Palm, who was a ve 
excellent woman. She had endured naeh 
for the two or three last vears of her life, 
“but she experienced,” says Mr. Palm, 
“the power of her faith in Him whom 
she loved, and by love of whom she was 
constrained to leave her dearest relations 
and every earthly comfort, of which she 
never repented. In all our tribulations 
she has been a pattern of Christian for- 
titude.” 

When Mr. Palm wrote last, he was en- 
deavoring, with the members of the Dutch 
Consistory, to open schools at Columbo, 
for the poorer classes of children, on the 
plan of Dr. Bell. : 

Mr. Ehrardt has been employed by 
Government to visit the sehools, many of 
which he found in great disorder, and he 
has exerted himselt to promote their bet- 
ter management for the future. He took 
every opportunity of preaching, and in- 
structing both aduits and childven in his 
various journies. 

Mr. Read, as we learn from a letter 
dated at Point de Gate, March 16, 1813, 
was aeting as visitor of the schvols in that 
district. He gives a deplorable aecount 
of the people in general, who, while they 
retain the name of Christ #15, are really 
tdolaters. On a late oceasion, when mul- 
titudes were dying of famine, they eould 
not be dissuaded from worshipping devils 
to appease their wrath; pretending that 
God was too a being to inflict pun- 
ishment for sin. Such are thousands of 
the Cingalese Christians, so called! Mr. 
Read resides at Amlamgodde, where he 
preaches in Dutch or English, and ocea- 
sionally there and at other places to the 
Cingalese, hy an interpreter. ‘The Gov- 
ernment has promised to establish free 


schools at Galle, Matura, and Jaffnapat- 


nam, one or more of which Mr. Read * 
will probably be called to undertake. 
Vur. XE. #4 


v 


Colonel, (now Lord) Molesworth con- 
tinues to be an active promoter of the 
sehools in this island; he laments the re- 
moval of Mr. Palm from Tillipally, where 


he had acquired the language, and where 


the sehool under his care flourished. 16 
is, however, kept up by some persons 
who remain there. Colonel L. Moles- 
worth rejoices in the prospeet of the dis- 
tribution of Bibles, both in the Malabar 
and Cingaiese languages, now printing at 
Calcutta; and in a recent regulation, thac 
a school for each military corps in this 
island shall be established. Some sehoet 
books, slates, Xe. being requested by this 
gentieman, have been sent to his disposal. 
A thousand Common Prayer Books have 
also been sent at the request of ihe Hon. 
and Rev. Mr. ‘T'wisieton, Guverument 
Ghap'ain at Columbo. 


JAVA, 

Tue Directors, contéwplating the eond- 
tion of the great and populous Island of 
Java, now subject to the British govern- 
ment, felt a strong desire to become the 
instruments of eommunicating to its in- 
habitants, the blessings of the Gospel, es- 
pecially as there are multitudes of the 
Chinese resident there, to the number, 
it is said, of 100,000, among whom, it is 
hoped, that the Seriptures translated by 
Sr. Morrison into their language, may 
be freely circulated. ‘TTo enable them to 
execute their purpose, Providence fur- 
nished, in a remarkable manner, suitable 
instruments. Mr. Joseph Kam, @ native 
of Holland, Mr. John Christopher Sup- 
per, and Mr, Gotlob Bruckner, netives 
of Germany, had received wa edveation 
us Christian missionaries at Beilin and at 
Rotterdam, and were intended to he sent 
by the Netherland Missionary Society ts 
India; but obstacles oceasioned by the 
war prevented the execution of their de- 
sign. ‘They came over to Fneyland, and 
were gladly received by thie Direcors of 
this Society; and after spending some 
time #t Gosport, greatly to their advan- 
tage, it was determined that they shouid 
proceed to Batavia, for winch they wer 
peeuliarly qual'fied, as they woul be sble 
to preach in Duteh, (the language there 
spoken by the Europeaus,) and be use. 
fully employed in preaching to them, 
while preparing to evangelize the native 
heathen. They were ordained at the 
Dateh Church in London, Nov. 14, 1813, 
by Dr. Werninck, and erabarked for Java 
(by way of the Is'e of Franee,) Dee. 31. 

While the Directors were e:nployed in 
preparing this mission, it is very remarck- 
able that two grntlemen of fortune, who 
were on a visit for their heslth, at the- 
Cane of Good Hope, called on Mr. ‘Uhora, 
our missionary there, and expressed tii 


ehsheenes 


mee een Se = 


Soe th acinar et MDiaatmenen de Say 
en ne arene ones ae A 


Ss 


Say. we . 
pn: en nc AP CI: CO I 


see eetin: magpie angen gen mae 
Ee ea 9 


se 


sp apenas aerate 


oe eee 


2.3 en 











25 


earnest desire that missionarjes might be 
sent to Batavia. One of these gentlemen, 
(Mr. Faure) offered one thousand rix- 
tlollars for this purpose, to be paid to the 
first missionary who should be sent thith- 
er; and a bill to that amount was sent 
ever tous by Mr. ‘Chom, which will no 
tloubt be paid to our missionaries on their 
reaching that place. ‘Thus the Lord was 
pleased both to raise tp preachers for the 
iniehded station, and a handsome dona- 
uuon towards the great expense which 
woul! be incurred. We cannot but take 
encouragement trom this remarkable 
concursgnee of favorabie cireumstanevs. 


MAURITLUS, OR THE ISLE OF FRANCE. 
‘Vo this pdpulous. island; now under the 
evown of Britain, the Directors judged: 
that a mission. might with great advan- 
tage be sent? To this measure they were 
much encouraged by the information af- 
forded by Mr. Thompson and Mr. Milne, 
who touched there on their way to India 
and China, especially as they found that 
some persons of influence were well dis- 
posed to encourage such an undertaking. 
One of Ure students at Gosport, Mr. Le 
Bran, of Jersey, whose native language 
was French, appeared to be an instru- 
ment well adapted for this undertaking; 
he was ordained in Jersey, Nov. 25, 18153, 
2nd sailed for the place of his destination, 
in the Isabelle, Dee. 31. 

The Directors also embraced an oppor- 
tunity of sending by a private individual 
going to this island, and to the Isle of 
Bourbon, a considerable quantity of bocks 
and traets in the French language, in ad- 
dition to Bibles and Testainents turnished 
by the kindness of the British and f'or- 
eigu B.lte Sceiety. 

CHIVA: : 

Frou Mr. Morvison, our indefatigable 
missiouary at the most important station 
wipon earth, the Directors have received 
Jotlers witeh inform us that he Htas fin- 
ished the great work of translating the 
whole of the New Testament into the 

Jhinese language; the concluding parts 
were in the hands of the printer when ine 
last wrote, and he hoped to be able to- 
send some copies by the next ships. Cop- 
ies of most of the apostohe*epistles, have 
already been receive:ls and the rest are 
yhortiy expected, ‘The Dircetors ave fil- 
led with gratitude to God, who has cna- 
bled Mr. Morrison to aceomplish so dis- 
tinguished a service for the cause of 
Christ. ‘These Seriptures he has hitherts 
been permitted to «ist ribute, notwith- 
standing the ediet which prohibited such 
a measure; they have already found their 
way into distant parts of the empire. 
Me. Morrisuu has also printed and dis- 
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persed a catechism, containing the funda~ 
mental priucipies of Chrisuauity, and # 
truct also on its chief doctrines. 

Mr Morrison is not permitted to preach 
publicly, or to go into the interior of the 
country; but he expounds the Seriptures 
to his domestics and a tew others, and- 
prays with them. Some individuals ap- 
pear to have profited by the word, to 
fursake their idols, and desire to be bap- 
tised as Christians. One of them-has seat 
letters to the T'rcasurer and Secretary of 
this Society, highly commending the con-- 
duct of Mr. Morrison, and desiriug trom: 
us a full account of the Christian faith. 

It gives us great pleasure te report that 
the Chinese Dictionary and Grammar’ 
written by Mr. Morrison, is so highly es- 
teemed, that the East India Company 
has sent out asuitable person to print it, 
at their expense, in three volumes folio. 
Var sincere desire and prayer is, that he 
may long: be spared to persevere in his. 
useful services, and that thousands yet 
unborn may have to bless his memory as- 
tlie insirument of conveying to them Tvom 
Britain the waters of live. 

A letter has just Leen received fron 
Mr. Milne, who arrived at Macao, July 
1813, with Mrs. M. and who was giadly’ 
received by Sir. Morrison, rejoicing in the 
Lope of laboring together in the work ef 
the Lord. But by the instigation of the 
Roman Catholic ciergy, the Portuguese 
government ordered him to quit the isiaud 
in ten days. ‘To this severe measure Mr. 
Milue was obliged to submit, and he re- 
moved to Canton, where, under suitable 
teachers, he applied himself assidaously to 
the study of the Chinese language. As 
European females are not permitted to 
reside at Canion, he was necessarily sepa- 
rated from Mrs. M. who continued with, 
My. and Mrs. Morrison at Maeao. Mr. 
Morrison lias since joined Mr. Milne for 
the season, which continues five mouths, 
during which period he will the enjoy the, 
vahuablie assistance oi his experienced col- 
league: but when that season shall expire, 
the brethren will be at a loss to determine 
what method ta.pursue; if permission could 
not be obtained to reside at Maeao, Mr. 
Milne at least would remove to Java or to 
Malacea, and probably Mr. Morrison with 
him. The Society cannot sufficiently la- 
ment the wretched vigotry which should 
render this removal, with its enormous 
expense to the Society, unavoidable. 


LASCARS. 

Iw addition to this statement of our en- 
deavors in India and Ceylon, it will be 
proper to mention the efforts made by the 
Lasear and Chinese Committee of this 
Socicty, in behalf of some of the natives of 
Asia while resident. ia Lenden. 
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When these labours were commenced, 
many difficuliies in attaining the proposed 
object were presented; in addition to which 
they have diseovered that the oppiessions 
euler whieh these poor strangers have 
groaned, were none o! the least. Never 
theless, many of them have giadly listened 
to the word of God; soime have attentively 
perused the Soriptures of truth, and have 
endeavored to explain them to their coun- 
trymeu. The young men who have stu- 
died the Bengalee language, have per- 
formed pubiic worship among them, read- 
img the Scripture, praying, singing, and 
reading a sermon tothem; after which the 
Lascars declared that they understood 
every word. One of their number, who 
teaches the students, has more than once 
read the Scriptures in Bengzlee to his 


. countrymen. 


‘The Committee cherish. the hope that 
eventually some important advantages wiil 
be obtained by their teaching such of the 
Lasears as desire it, the Engiish language, 
and also from several oi the natives learn- 
ing to read their own language. By these 
means, a number of persons are collected, 
and the Seriptures may be read and ex- 
plained to thei. ) 

One of the students has applied himself 
to the attainment of the Chinese language, 
under the tuition of a learned native of 
China; his application and success has ob- 
tained the approbation of a very compe- 
tent judge.* 


MALTA. 
‘It has pleased God, in the course of the 
last year, to remove by death Mr. Blem- 
field, our truly pious and promising mis- 
sionary at Malta. He had made consier- 
able progress in the attainment of the mod- 
ern Greek language, and was earnestly 
desirous of proceeding to Zante, and other 
Greek islands, in order to promote the 
knowiedge of the Gospel; buta pulmonary 
complaint, some symptoms of which ap- 
peared before he left Engiand,..but from 
which it was hoped he would fully recover, 
gained ground upon him, and put a period 
ty his valuable lite on the 6th of July, 1813. 
Kivery kind attention was shewn ta him 
by the Christian friends, and especially. by 
Geo. Yeoland, Fisq. an active and zealous 
promoter of religion there. Mr. Blom- 
field had been happily preserved from the 
plague, which then prevailed at Valetta, 
and had retired to an adjaceat village, 
where he expired, but with great tranguil- 
jity and traty Christian composure, ex- 


* The Committee wish to engage a 
pious young man, or more than one, who 
may be willing gratuitous’y to employ a 


portion of his time for the above pur poses. 
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claiming with his last breath, ‘Nore but 
Chiist! Precious Jesus!” 

Mr. Blomfield’s ministry among. the 
English who attended him was acceptable 
and profitable; they are very desirous of 
having another minister, and the Directors 
also wish to gratify them, ifticy ean find 4 
suitable person. They wish also to send 
out as soon as possible another Missionary 
for the Greek Islands, and would be glad 
to hear of a pious young man of good chis- 
sical attaxinments ready al once to ander- 
take this work. 


NORTH AMERICA. 


QuEBre, 

Me..Spratt, whese original destination 
was Ludia, but whose health woukl mot 
pernut him to proceed thither, continues 
to labor at Quebee (during the absence or 
the minisier;), he is well attended, his 
auditory listen with great seriousness to 
the word, and he is encouraged to beheve 
that his labors are useful. An Auxiliary 
Bible Society has been tormed at Quebee, 
chiefly by his congregation; the unitary 
hospitals and the jail are furnished with 
the Scriptures, beth in English aod in 
French, and the people are preparing ty 
ercet anew and larger place of worship. 


FLIZA BETH TOWN, 
Mr.Smarvis diligent and useful at Fliza- 
beth Town, and tabors also at several 
other places from Ganonoque to Matilda. 
When the people are not hindered by mil- 
itary duties, his audience is frequently 
lunge, atientive, and apparently impressed 
by the word of truth. Hlis e:deavors ave 
in Some measure Jiniited, in cousequene 
of the hee ile state of the eonntry; but, to 
use his own words, he ‘auticipaies a tink 
when the mighty warevs of St. Lawrence, 
now ewpioyed in forwarding the hestile 
operatious of contending armies, shall be 
made to convey the fsos--el of Christ to 
the tar distant tribes of Indians, and the 
nuwecrous settlers on iis banks.” 


AUGUSTA, 

Mr, Cox continues his bors at Anges, 
and at other pkeces occasionativ; but We 
engagements and miseries preduced by 
war have cramped his exertions. A fw. 
attend his ministry, but as yet he recewes 
but little encouragement; he is, however, 
willine to give a fulh criad to tie stetion 
which he occupies, 


NEWPTOTNDLAND, 
Mr. Hrpg, who was scnt out under the 
patronage of thes Soeiety, to labor in New. 
Mandlend, spp ars to have been Useful at 
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St. Johu’s; he has also visited some other 
eects of the island, and at one place estab- 
ished a Sunday-school. Through his in- 
strumentality, an Auxiliary Sooety has 
been formed in aid of this Institution, and 
nearly 40/. the produce of a single quar- 
ter’s subseriptions, have been received;-— 
othe: useful societies were also contem- 
plated. We cannot but rejoice that in dis- 
taut parts cf the earth to which our mis- 
sionaries are sent, the spirit of benevolence 
is soon rendered manifest. He speaks 
with great coucern of the deplorable state 
ef the istaad 10 general, and the great need 
« f additional laborers. We earnestly hope 
that other faithful ministers wilh be tent 
aut to this destitute and neglected part of 
the world. 


WEST INDIES. 


TOBAGO. 

Tur accounts from Mr. Elliot at Tobago, 
are by no means encouraging: he appears 
almost to despair of success, and was 
therefore induced to remove, for the pre- 
sent, to another station, al that time des- 
titute of a preacher. We should, how- 
ever, be sorry to abandon Tob ai LO- 
gether, but hope to furnish the people 
with another minister, should they be able 
@id willing to defray a part of the heavy 
expense aitending the support of this 
nuissioa. . 


TRINIDAD. 

Srverat letters in the course of the past 
year have been received from Mr. Adama, 
who resides at Port of Spain, where he 
regularly preaches in the new chapel toa 
considerable number of persons Of various 
colors, to several of whom he has the sat- 
isfaction of believing that the Gospel has 
been made the power of God to’salvation; 
their growth in knowledge and piety afford 
jiim much pleasure, and great encourage- 
ment in his work. He takes pains also in 
caiechising the negroes and their children, 
some of wiom make rapid progress. 

Mr. Adam oceasonally visits some 
estates on the eoust, where he meets 
with great encourageiient, and lately de- 
termined on spending one Sabbath in every 
rieoth with them. He wishes for the 
assistance of another missionary. He in- 
forms the Direetors that he had disposed 
of all the Snanish Bibles whieh were sent 
hima—that many of the Spaniards received 
them with pleasure; one mar, he pariie- 
ularly mentions, received so much Geiigit 
in reading a portion of it at night, that ne 
came next day to purchase one, bringing 
with him a dollar (which was more than 
the price which had been announeed,) and 

“neccived it in an eetasy of joy, saying, 
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“This is what I have long desired, but 
could never eb&in before.” 

Bibles, Testaments, speliing-books, tractay, 
and other articles which were much want- 
ed, have been forwarded to hiin, accord- 
ing to his earnest request. 


DEMERARA AND RERBICE. 
Mr. Wray, with the cersent of the Di- 
rectors, has removed to the neighboring 
colouy of Berbice, where he labors assid- 
uously, in the same mapner that he did at 
Le Resouveuir. Here, of course, be had 
every thing to begin, and various obstacles 
to combat; but he has the pleasure of see- 
ing his labors progressively useful. Botha 
adults and childreu learn to read, and te 
repeat the catechism; some of the former 
come for instruction at their breakfast and 
dinner times. He has procured from the 
Gsovernor the favor of permitting govern- 
ment slaves to have one day in a fortnight 
for the purpose of cultivating their own 
ground, that they may not employ the 
Sabbath in that work, as the slaves gener- 
ally do; and he anticipates the time when 
drivers and whips shall be unnecessary, 
and when the negroes will be made happy, 


LE RESOUVENIR. 

Tre affectionate regard which the poor 
negroes at Le Resouvenir pay to the in- 
structions of Mr. Wray, was evineed by 
the most poignant grief on the occasion of 
his departure; they wept aloud, and his 
voice was drowned by their sobs and cries. 
When the women took leave of Mrs. 
Wray, who had endeared herself to thens 
by the assiduity of her services, they liter- 
ally hung about her neck, and wept sore. 
And when Mr. Wray afterwards visited 
them, so deeply were the people affected, 
that he could seareely proceed in speak- 
ing, on account of his own feelings and 
theirs. 

The Directors sent out, as soon as they 
were able, Mr. Kempton, another mis- 
sionary from Gosport, to mstruct them; it 
is intended that he shall supply that sta- 
tion for the present, and then proceed to 
Berbice to assist Mr. Wray. In the 
mean time, Mr. Elliot from Tobago, hav- 
ing paid a visit to Demerara, and preached 
to Mr. Wray’s former congregation, was 
so deepiy affected by their earnest desires 
for his remaining with them, that he was 
constrained to promise he would seon re- 
turn from Tobago, aud labor among them, 
until the mind of the Direetors on the sub- 
ject of his removal should be known. 


GEORGE TOWN, “~~ | 
A vasT number of negroes repair to 
George Town, to hear Mr. Davies, some 
from Che distance of many miles: tha 
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ehapel is erowded, and many listen at the 

doors and windows—-more than a thousand 

attend on the Sunday morning. Hundreds 

of them apply; Sabbath after Sabbath, to 
ebtain catechisms; and those who have 

learned the catechism themselves, are dil- 

igeut in teaching it to others. When they 

mect a person who can read, they will say, 

“‘Massa, I beg you to teach me a little.” 
Mr. Davies says, ““Not fewer than five 
thousand negroes learn the catechism, and 
attend in rotation.” As a pleasing proof 
that these people prize the Gospel, they 
have established among themselves an 
Auxiliary Missionary Society, composed 
of people of color and of slaves, whose 
names appear in our last year’s list of eon- 
tributors, and whose subseriptions amuunt- 
ed to 189/. 


Tue friends of the Society have doubtless 
perused, with the most paintul emotions, 
the representations whieh have been made 
in behalf of the missions of the United (or 
Moravian) brethren at Sarepta, Moscow, 
and other places, and the great arrear of 
debt which haa acerued, in consequence of 
the impoverished state of Germany; aud 
the Directors are confident that they wiil 
approve of the donation made to them of 
20v/. to alleviate the general distress, and 
to assist in the support of the missions un- 
dertaken by that Christias, Society, whose 
pious example has coutributed so much to 
fan the flame of missionary zeal through- 
eut the Christian world. 

j SEMINARY. 

Tue Society wiil partake in the pleasure 
which the Directors feel in reporting the 
flourishing state of the missionary Semi- 
nary at Gosport. The great cause is not 
likely to fail for lack of suitable instru- 
ments. The last year has produced a 
great number of candidates for the honor 
and labor of carrying the Gospel to the 
heathen; the public meetings held at Liv- 
erpool, Leeds, and other pixces, have ex- 
cited this noble spirit in several pious 
young men. ‘There are now in the Semi- 
nary fifteen students, ef whom the worthy 
tutor, the Rev. Mr. Bogue, reports very 
favorably. The greater part of the num- 
ber have been admitted since the last an- 
niversary, and h: ve not yet had sufficient 
time to make much progvess in their stud- 
ies, but their application aud thei dispo- 
sition promise very favorably. 

A few of the students have nearly com- 
pleted the time ustialiy allowed: tWo of 
these are intended for those very impor- 
teat stations, Malacca and Surat; another 
is applying to the atiainiment of the Italian 
language, as there is reasen to hope that 
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an opportunity will be afforded even in 

Italy for the preaching of the Gospel. 

[ We have been obliged to defer a part o 
this teport tll next oath) 


BAPTIST CONVENTION FOR MISSIONARY 
PURPOSBS, 


Soox after it was known in America, 
that Messrs. Judson and Rice had chang- 
ed their opinions on the subject of baptism, 
and had joined the Baptist church in Cal- 
cutta, measures were taken by persons of 
the same denomination in this country te 
sapport them a8 missionaries in the em- 
ployment of the Baptist churches in the 
United States. Several societies were form- 
ed for fhis purpose before the return of 
Mr. Rice to America, in September 1813. 
Soon afier his return, he entered upon a 
journey to the southern states, with a 
view to assist in the formation of Foreign 
Mission Societies. The resuit is, that such 
societies have been formed in nearly all 
the states of the union. The great out- 
lines of the plan are twe; that the mem- 
bers of these societies engage to make 
an annie! payment, and are represented 
m a triennial convention, which is styled, 
‘the General Missionary Convention of 
the Buptist Denomination in the United 
States «f America, for Foreign Missions. 

A Convention of this kind met at Phila- 
delphia, on the 18th of May last, consist- 
ing of thirty three delegates from Secieties 
in eleven states. ‘Lhe delegates proceed- 
ed to deliberate on a plan of combined 
operations, and fadupted a constitution, 
which is in substance as follows: 

Art. 1. Gives the name of the associa- 
tion as above expressed. 

2. ‘here shall be a triennial conven- 
tion composed cof not more than two dele- 
gates from each missionary society, or 
other religions body, of the Baptist de- 
nomination, which shail contribute one 
hundred dollars or more to the general 
inissionary fund. 

5. This convention shall triennally ap- 
point twenty one persons, who shall be 
members of said societies, to be called 
Lhe Baptist Beard of Foreign Missions 
Sor the United States. 

4. The Board shall employ missiona- 
ries, and conduct all the executive busi- 
hess. | 
5. Such persons only, as are in full 
communion with some regular chureh of 
the Baptist denomination, and who fur- 
nish satisfactory evidenee of genuine piety, 
good talents, and fervent zeal for the Ke- 
dcemer’s cause, are to be employed as 
Tassiwnaries. 
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6. The officers of the Board shall be a 
President, two Vice-Presidents, a lreas- 
‘arer, a Corresponding and a Recording 
Seeretary. 
ithe remaining articles relate to the du- 
.ties of the officers, the mode of transaet- 
ing business, and of altering the consti- 
tution. 
The next meeting of the Convention is 
to be held at Philadelphia, on the first 
Wednesday in May, 1817, oa which day a 
sermon is to be preached before the Con- 
vention, and a-collection to be made. 
A Board of Commissioners was appoiut- 
ed, the officers of which are as follows: 
Rev. Ta } Batpwis, D.D. of Boston, 
3 President. 

Rev. Hexny Hotcomse, D. D. of Peun- 

sylvania,” 

Rev. Witturam Roezrs, D. D. of Phila- 
de! phia, V. Presidents. 

Mr. Joaw Cautpwet, of New York, 
Treas. 

Rev. Wri Staveaton, D.D. of Phil- 
adelphia, Oor. Sec. 

Rev. Wittiam W arts, of Pennsyivania,* 
Rec. Sec. 


The Board took Messrs. Judson and 
Rice under their particular eare and di- 
ection, and provided for their support as 
«missionaries. They expressed thanks to 
Mr, Rice for his zealous, disinterested, 
caud faithful services; and directed, that he 
should be empioyed, for a reasonable time, 
to coutinue his itinerant services in the 
United States, with a view to excite the 
public mind more generally to engage in 
missionary exertions. Mr. Rice commit- 
ted to the Board about $1000, which he 
chad received from Fereign Mission Soci- 
eties and individuals, for the purposes of 
the institution, during his tour. Ife made 
a communication to the Board, in which 

rateful notice is takeu of tne hospitality, 
ski ndness, andl generosity which he had ex- 
perieneed in a great variety of instances. 

The Board enumerate seventeen aux- 
“iliary sovietics as having beeu already 
formed, the aggregate ef whese annual 
payments, and of the payments from soci- 
eties about being formed, is estimates! at 
"$5,850. Several societies have sinee been 
formed, particularly: in Verinont aad New 
H:mpshire. The balance in the Treasury 
of the institution, May 25, 1814, was 
St. 556 67. 

The pamphlet from which this notice is 
taken wus published by order of the Con- 
‘Vention, and contains an address on the 
subject of missions and the substance of a 
sermon preached on the oceasion by the 
Rev. Dr. Furmaa. 


*The torons in which these gentlemen 
reside are nit knnwn te the Editor. 





Lhe Sabtcth. 


J aw, 


For the Panoplist. 
THE SABBATH. 


Nir. Editor, 

In this day when the publie 
mind is waking up to the alarm- 
ine abuses of the Sabbath, J wish 
to call the attention of your read- 
ers to a Small voiume, recently 
published containing, “Five Lis- 
courses on the Sebbath, preached 
at Durham, N. Y. by Seth Wil- 
liston, Pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church in that pfilace.” In the 
first three Discourses the author 
spreads before the eye the most 
interesting passages of Scrip- 
ture, which relate to the Sab- 
bath, making suitable comments, 
and applications to the practices 
of our country, as he goes along. 
By passing over those ideas in 
later quotations, which had been 
the subject of previous remark, 
he constantly presents the reader 
with something, new. In the 
fourth Discourse he offers you 
the arguments for the perpetu- 
itv and change of the Sabbath. 
The filth is filed witn Reflecy 
tions. Lhe whole concludes 
with an Appendix, containing 
“Some brief Stlrictures on Hr. 
Paley’s Serifiture Acoount of 
Sabbatical Institutions.’ 

This usciul litte work would 
be a valuable acquisition to any 
family, particularly those which 
contain children. If it is not to@ 
large, (144 pages 12mo,) it may 
lay a reasonable claim to the no- 
tice of the Tract Societies. At 
least those benevulent tidividu- 
als who are in the habit of pur- 
chasing small books tor gratui- 
tous distribution, may find this 
among the many which are wor- 
thy of their pious attention. 

U. 


Having received the preceding commu- 
Nicstion after the fermer part of the num- 











J Aw. 815. Foreign Miesian Saciefy... Danations...Ordinations. ‘Sb 
ibe. ber was printed, and“being unwilling to was requested for publication, and wilt 
defer it, we are obliged to give :t a place, soon appear. 
which nay secin not the most appropriate. The Rev. Josava Batss, of Dedham. 
Ep. is appointed to preach the next annual 
sermon, and, the Rev. Jouw Copmax, of 
blie Dorchester, his substitute: 
rm- FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETY POR THE EAST 
. ERN DISTRICT OF NEW HAVBN COUNTY, 
vish A: DONATIONS TO THE AMERICAN 
eacd- ‘Tass Society held its annual meeting on BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
ntly the 3ist of May last, at East Guilford. FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS. 
‘The missionary sermoa, by the Rev. 
L/18- Erastus Ripley, of Meriden, was very up- Dee. 29, 1814. From Juvenis, 
hed propriate and uncommonly interesting. ina letter with the Arkpert post- 
Gln ‘Text isaiah xi, 9. They shall not hurt mark, for the translations B20 00- 
sor destrey in all my holy mountain: for 31. From the Foreign Migsion 
ian the earth shall be full of the knowledge af Soviety of Boston and the Vivin- 
the of the Lord, us the waters cover the sea. ity, the balance remaining in the ) 
hor The next annual meeting is to be held reasury 34 QO. 
at Guilford; and the Rev John Elliott, of Jan. 10, 18%. From the fol- 
oat Kast Guilford, is appointed prexeher. lowing societies and individuais, 
ripe The following gentlemen were ehoseu remitted by T. Dwight, jun. Esq. 
lab- officers for the year ensuing: viz. viz. 
From. the Female Cent Soci- 
tS, Rev. Joan Exriotr, Pres. ety iu Middiebury, (Con.) by the 
Ces Rev. Davip Saurra, ° ¥. Pres Rev. Mark Mead $23 v0 
ng, Vea. Asaanam CuirreNnDen,§ ° "§ Subseriptiuns and dona- 
a Rev. Timoruy P. Gitietr, Sec. tions in the same (own 11 74 
in Rey. Marrazw Noxss, 7'reas. Jonations for the trans- 
en Liew. DaNiEL PARMELEE, > lations in the same town 11 O1 
rk, Rev. Aanow Dutton, From individuals in Der- 
ier €oil. Jonatnan Topp, > Trustees. by and HTamphrevsville, by 
Maj. Bensamin Bacowin, the Rev. Mr. Swilt 28 26 
the Dea. Timworuy Rossrren, From Deacon Scott, of 
‘ou Salem 1 08 
‘He “RUE FOREIGN MISSION S80CIRTY OF BOS- From individualsin North 
YON AND TikE VICINITY Milford, by the Rev. Mr. 
th. Scranton lit 00 
"Cy Hetn its fourt# annual meeting at the From the Female Cent 
les hali of the Massachusetts Bankin Boston, Soeiety in Wallingford, by 
en Monday the 2d instant. The report Mrs. Rhoda Grant 8 50 
he ef the Treasurer was exhibited and ac- From the Female For- 
ir. wepted, and the other annual business eign Mission Socieiy of 
of Punsacted. The following geatlemen were Stratiord, by Miss Maria 
ehosen offieers; viz. E. WEwen ' 31 21—125 75 
15. From the Foreign Mis- 
ila His Honor Wieiiam Parittps, Fag. Pres. sion Soeiety ef Boston and tie 
ny Samvet Sartswuny, Esq. V. Pres. \ iatuity 168 7 
The Rev. Josuva Huntrineron, See, — 
ch Jcremranu Byars, Esq. T'reas. $348 30 
o@ Mr. Eunatuan Dunen, Aud. 
ay ey OBDINATIONS. 

In the evening of the same day, the an ) 
lO wual sermon was preached before the So Oxnnarnan, Oct. 10, 1814, over the churcde 
At éiety, by the Rev. Jsptvtan Morse, D.D. and society in New Hartford, Con. the 
ue foun Luke x,t, 2: dfter these things, the Rey. Cyrus Yara. Phe dev. David L. 

Lord atpointed other seventy aise, und Pervy made the introductory prayer; the 
jabs sent thentive ind two before his faceinio Rev. Samuel Shepard, of Lenox, Mass. 
il avery city und every place, wiaiher he preached from Mark xvi, 15; the Rev. 
is bimse!f would came. Therefore saidhe My. UHaliock made the  covseerating 
o. wnto them, the harvest truly is great, but prayer; the Rev. Mr. Gillett gave the. 





mie laborers are few: fruy ye therefore 
the Lord of the hnrvest, that he would 
send forth laborers inis his harvest. The 
sérmon was interesting, and well suited to 
(RS present state of the werld. A copy 





charge to the pastor, and the Rev. Mr: 
Miller the charge to the people; the Rev. 
Mr. Marsh the right hand of fellowship; 
and the Rev. Mr. Beach made the cen- 
cluding prayer. 






















Obituary... Poeiry..<To Correspondents 


At Mendon, (Mass.) the Rev. Snrros 
exrr. Sermon by the Rev. Mr. Pe 
pon of Taunton. 

At Bristol, (R.I.) the Rev. Warnrer 
Cransten, Tutor of the Greek Language 
in Harvard College, to the order of dea- 
eon io the Episcopal Church. Sermon 
by the Rt. Rev. Bishop Griswold. 

At Stratford, (Con.) on the 24th of 
Sept. last, the Rev. Marrarw R. Devr- 
TON, as paster of the congregational 
church in that town. The Rev. Dr. 
Dwight preached the sermon from Gal. i, 


, 
OBITUARY. 


Drep, lately, in England, capt. H. Grrwea, 
aged 82, the last surviving officer whe 
fought at tite battle of Emsdorfin 176@. 

At Newton, (Mass.) Timorny Jack- 
son, Esq. aged 53, for fifteen years in suc- 
eession a representative of that town in 
the General Court. 

In Genera county, (N. Y.) Mrs. Sesxr, 
killed by a blow on her head by her hus- 
band, who afterwards cut his own throat. 

In England, Joun~ Luxcu, a gardener; 
who, having sat up in a green-house to 
watch against robbers, was found dead in 
the morning. He ha all the appearance 
of having died by suffocation, the vitality 
of the air being destroved by the mephitic 
exhalations of the plants. 


POETRY. 
VERSES 


Br James M ongomery, on the death of 
the Kev. Thomas Spencer, of Liver- 
pool, who was drowned, while bathing 
tn the tide, on the Sth of August 1811, 
m the 21st year of his age. 


Thy way te in the sea, and thy ‘ion in 


the zg. eat waters; and thy footsteps 
are not known. Ps. xxvii, 19. 


From an English publication. 


@~ earth, in ocean, sky and air, 

All that is exeelient and fair, 
Seen, felt, or understood, 

From one eternal cause descends 

To one eternal centre tends, 

With God begins, continues, ends; 
The source of ev’ry good. 


Him through all nature I explore, 
Him in his ereatures F adore, 
Around, beneath, above: 
Bat clearest In the human mind, 
His bright resemblance when ! find, 
r with purity combin’d, 


I més Mire an Bre: 





Oh! there was one—don earth awhile,, 

He dwelt;—but transient as a smile, 
That turns into a tear, 

His beauteous image pass’d us by, 

He came like lightning trom the sky, 
As prompt to disappear. 


Sweet in his undissembling mein, 

Were genius, candur, meekness, seen, - 
The lips that lov’d the truth, 

The single eye, whose glance sublime 

Look’d to eternity through time, 

The sout whese hopes were wont to clim>: 
Above the joys of youth. 


Of oid*—before the lamp grew dark, 
Reposing near the saered ark, 
The ehild of Hannah’s prayer 
Heard through the temple’s silent round,. 
A living voice, nov knew the sound, 
‘lhat thrice alarm’d him, ere he found, 
The Lord, who chose him, there. 


Thus early called, and strongly moved, 
A js trom a child approved, . 
. Spencer his course began; 
From strength to strength, from grace ts 
grace, 
Swiftest and foremost im the race, 
He carried victory in his faee, 
He triumphed as he ran. 


The loveliest star of evening’s train 
Sets early in the western main, 

And leaves the world in night: 
Thejbrightest star of morning’s host, 
Searce risen, in brighter beams is lost: 
—Thus.sunk his form on ocean’s coast, 

—'l hus sprang his soul to liglit. 


Revolving his mysterious lot, 

I mourn him, but | praise him not; 
To God the praise be given, 

Who sent him, like the radiant bow, 

His covenant of peuce to show, 

Athwart the passing storm to glow, 
Then vanish into heaven. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Wr agree with our correspondent R., as 
to the tendency of the piece on which he 
animadverts; but we have hitherto abstain- 
ed from noticing the work in which that 
piece appeared. We see no reason at 
present for altering our eourse in this re- 
spect. If R. wishes for his mianuseript,“it 
shall be left at the pu5lisher’s, on his mak- 
ing known to us such a wish. We thank 
him for his communication, though our 
previous determination forbids our mzk- 
ing use of it. 

Several recent Gpmmunications will be 
daly attended to. 


*1 Samuel ii, S. 





